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A Study on the Classroom Participation focusing on the Dilemmas of
Participant-Observers
— Centered on the Legitimate Peripheral Participation Theory —

Takuro HIRANO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,
Kyoto University, Kyoto, 6068501 Japan

The purpose of this paper is to shed light on the position of observers suffering dilemmas to capture the
participation of teachers and students in a classroom. From the viewpoint of the Situated Learning,
which assumes that the learning is a process of the participation in the community of practice, in
particular, the concept of Lave and Wenger’s Legitimate Peripheral Participation (LPP), this paper
focuses on the association between the classroom participation and the process of mastering the
‘membership’ which is desired in a classroom. In addition, We suggest that there is a need for describing
the experience of the person who undertakes the membership not in terms of ‘the desired membership’
(the prescribed framework) but in terms of the observer who suffers dilemmas and has doubts about it.

Consequently, the present study reveals that 1) ‘the desired membership’ in a classroom has
firmness which cannot be changed by criticism of the outsiders because it is established by the consensus
among the insiders such as teachers, students and volunteers, and is based on their intentions and wishes,
2) the participation in a classroom provides an additional relation which is inconsistent with ‘the desired
membership’, and 3) focusing on the dilemma of participant-observer leads us to finding out such the
relation.
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