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E’re half my days, in this dark world and wide,
And that one Talent which is death to hide,
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Either man’s work or his own gifts, who best
Bear his milde yoak, they serve him best, his State
Is Kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed
And woﬂ o’re Land and Ocean without rest :

They also serve who only stand and waite.
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How soon hath Time the suttle theef of youth,
Stoln on his wing my three and twentith yeer!
My hasting dayes flie on with full career,

But my late spring no bud or blossom shew’th.

Perhaps my semblance might deceive the truth,
That I to manhood am arriv’d so near,

And inward ripenes doth much less appear,
That som more timely-happy spirits indu’th.

Yet be it less or more, or soon or slow,

It shall be still in strictest measure eev'n,
To that same lot, however mean, or high,

Toward which Time leads me, and the will of Heav'n ;

All is, if I have grace to use it so,

As ever in my great task Masters eye.
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Cyriack, this three years day these eys, though clear
To outward view, of blemish or of spot;
Bereft of light thir seeing have forgot,
Nor to thir idle orbs doth sight appear

Of Sun or Moon or Starre throughout the year,

Or man or woman. Yet I argue not
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Against heavns hand or will, nor bate a jot
Of heart or hope; but still bear vp and steer
Right onward. What supports me, dost thou ask ?
The conscience, Friend, to have lost them overply’d
In libertyes defence, my noble task,
Of which all Europe talks from side to side.
This thought might lead me through the world’s vain mask
Content though blind, had I no better guide.
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Some natural tears they drop’d, but wip’d them soon ;
The World was all before them, where to choose
Thir place of rest, and Providence thir guide :

They hand in hand with wandring steps and slow,

Through Eden took thir solitarie way.
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Hail holy light, ofspring of Heav’n first-born,
Or of th’ Eternal Coeternal beam

May 1 express thee unblam’d ? since God is light,
And never but in unapproached light

Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in thee,
Bright effluence of bright essence increate.

Or hear’st thou rather pure Ethereal stream,
Whose Fountain who shall tell ? before the Sun,
Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice
Of God, as with a Mantle didst invest

The rising world of waters dark and deep,
Won from the void and formless infinite.

Thee I re-visit now with bolder wing,

Escap’t the Stygian Pool, though long detain’d
In that obscure sojourn, while in my flight

Through utter and through middle darkness borne



With other notes then to th’ Orphean Lyre

1 sung of Chaos and Eternal Night,

Taught by the heav’'nly Muse to venture down
The dark descent, and up to reascend,
Though hard and rare ; thee I revisit safe,
And feel thy sovran vital Lamp; but thou
Revisit’st not these eyes, that rowle in vain
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn;
So thick a drop serene hath quencht thir Orbs,
Or dim suffusion veild. Yet not the more
Cease I to wander where the Muses haunt
Cleer Spring, or shadie Grove, or Sunnie Hill,
Smit with the love of sacred song; but chief
Thee Sion and the flowrie Brooks beneath
That wash thy harrowd feet, and warbling flow,
Nightly | visit : nor sometimes forget

Those other two equal’d with me in Fate,

So were I eqnal’d with them in renown,

Blind Thamyris and blind Mwonides,

And Tiresias and Phineus Prophets old.
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Then feed on thoughts, that voluntarie move
Harmonious numbers; as the wakeful Bird
Sings darkling, and in shadiest Covert hid
Tunes her nocturnal Note. Thus with the Year
Seasons return, but not to me returns

Day, or the sweet approach of Ev’n or Morn,
Or sight of vernal bloom, or Summers Rose,
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine;

But cloud in stead, and ever-during dark
Surrounds me, from the chearful waies of men
Cut off, and for the Book of knowledge fair
Presented with a Universal blanc

Of Natures works to mee expung’d and ras’d,
And wisdome at one entrance quite shut out.
So much the rather thou Celestial light

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mist from thence
Purge and disperse, that I may see and tell

Of things invisible to mortal sight (1—55)
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O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon,

Irrecoverably dark, total Eclipse

wd e NQKEY R QE R TH



Without all hope of day |

O first created Beam, and thou great Word,
Let there be light, and light was over all;
Why am I thus bereav’d thy prime dercee ?
The Sun to me is dark

And silent as the Moon,

When she deserts the night

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave.

Since light so necessary is to life,

And almost life itself, if it be true

That light is in the Soul,

She all in every part; why was the sight
To such a tender ball as th’eye confin’d ?

So obvious and so easie to be quench’t,

That she might look at will through every pore ?

Then had I not been thus exil’d from light;
As in the land of darkness yet in light,
To live a life half dead, a livng death,
And huried; but O yet more miserable |

My self, my Sepulcher, a2 moving Grave,
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Buried, yet not exempt

By priviledge of death and hurial

From worst of other evils, pains and wrongs,
But made hereby obnoxious more

To all the miseries of life,

Life in captivity

Among inhuman foes. (80—109)
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