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THE CAPITAL KAIFENG IN THE AGE OF EMPEROR
HUIZONG OF THE NORTHERN SONG

Kusora Kazuo

It can rightly be claimed that in the Kaifeng Bi¥f of the early period of the
Northern Song the function of the capital as the center of military power
dominated spatially and visually. That is to say, it was a capital that excelled in all
the worldly functions required of a capital. However, the Palace Command
encampment ZEEF4S at its center had been greatly reduced in the military
reforms of Wang Anshi T2/ . With the coming of the age of Huizong 5%, the
supernatural, sacred functions of the capital were consolidated and spatially and
visually renewed.

The transformation of the northeastern area of the old city was particularly
remarkable. The Yanfugong %ENEE was constructed in the northern part of the
old city and the imperial compound was thus expanded. Then, the
Shanggingbaolugong Ei%E %= and Genyue R were constructed on the
eastern side of the area bounded by the Donghuamen road H#EF9#5. The latter
two structures were deeply related to the Shenxiao sect &k of Daoism. In the
preaching of Lin Lingsu #A# % of the Shenxiao sect, Huizong was the Lord of
Longevity 4577, who had descended from heaven. Huizong planned to utilize
such preaching to enhance his authority. The Shangqingbaolugong was the temple
where the Shenxiao conducted rituals, and the Genyue was the facility where the
god would descend. In other words, the reorganization of space was the product
of Caijing Z5%%, who attempted to strengthen his power base and expand the
authority of Emperor Huizong, and the political activity of his sect. The palace was
linked to the Shanggingbaolugong and the Genyue via a special road upon the
Jinglongmen 3t#EM, a device to permit Huizong to travel easily between the
secular and sacred realms. He enhanced his authority by being simultaneously
both the emperor and Lord of Longevity.

The road that went north out the Jinglongmen was the central axis of Kaifeng
in the time of Huizong. The Shangyuanguandeng (Lantern Festival) ceremony in
particular was conducted there with great pomp. The torches were lit to ornament
the Jinglongmen from the twelfth month, prior to decoration of the main gate of
the imperial compound, and the prohibition on night-time excursion was lifted on



the Donghuamen road below the Jinglongmen, and an all-night market was given
special permission to operate. The joint participation of the ruling class, including
Huizong, and the common people in this ceremony was devised to heighten
consciousness of prosperity of the realm and the authority of Huizong and the
Northern Song regime.

ON THE PROMULGATION OF WRITTEN EDICTS
IN THE YUAN PERIOD

Funapa Yoshiyuki

The age of Qubilai was a turning point in the bureaucratic administration of
Mongol rule that controlled the better part of Eurasia in the 13% and 14™ century.
While carrying on the system that he had inherited, Qubilai advanced the
establishment of system of bureaucratic administration in one stroke by formalizing
written edicts in the Mongol language, and a style of Chinese meta-phrased from
Mongolian ZRCiH %42, systemizing the ’Phags pa script, and establishing a
system of instruction for language and writing. In other words, he constructed the
unique bureaucratic administrative system of the Mongols in which the edicts of
the gayan, called shengzhi 25 in Chinese and jarliy in Mongolian, which were
uttered in Mongolian, crowned the hierarchy that encompassed the complex
Chinese system of official documents. This study focuses on the act of
promulgation, unsealing and reading out the edict, kaidu FH7&, an important step
in carrying out bureaucratic administration. The act of kaidu dealt with in this
study refers to the unsealing and proclamation of written words such as the
gayan’s edicts at their place of proclamation.

In this study the form and procedures of the act of kaidu as well as its
historical context have been considered, and the following matters have been
clarified. The regulations of the ceremony and procedures of the promulgation of
zhaoshe E#%, as the gayan’s edict of amnesty was called in Chinese, have been
verified, demonstrating that personnel well versed with the Jin system were
involved at the stage of creation, and the contents generally mimicked those of the
Jin of system. This type of system consolidation was a part of the nation building
developed on a wide scale following the enthronement of Qubilai. I have made
clear the specific aspects of the procedures of the ceremonial program of which
the kaidu was a part, including the fact that personnel of the local government
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