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REVIVAL OF CHINESE POTALAKA: THE PILGRIMAGE
TO PUTUOSHAN g1 IN LATE MING CHINA

IsHINO Kazuharu

During the Wanli era (1573-1620), pilgrimage to Putuoshan, the sacred island
of Guanyin (the Goddess of Mercy #&), revived after a period of decline. By
employing books about coastal defense, in addition to the various Putuoshan
gazetteers and records of literati travel that previous scholars have used, we can
obtain a more complete understanding of the Putuoshan revival and the political
circumstances surrounding it.

After the Jiaging-era 3% attacks of “Japanese pirates” {£5E, local
administrators strictly prohibited the pilgrimage to Putuoshan to prevent it from
becoming a haven for pirates. Despite the vigorous opposition of the Zhejiang
provincial commissioner #fVL:&E and other local officials, many pious lay people
and monks secretly continued visiting this sacred site and building small temples
there. Moreover, the empress dowager and eunuchs made generous donations to
this site. Where other scholars have attributed the growth in Putuoshan pilgrimage
to lay activity and economic development, I argue that the imperial household’s
political influence was the decisive factor.

The period at revival reached its climax in the early seventeenth century,
Putuoshan gradually again became one of China’s greatest sacred sites. By the
revival's end, despite instability in the area, people were openly heading for
Putuoshan from coastal ports in Jiangnan (Southeast China) —such as Ningpo,
Hangzhou, and Shanghai.

THE COMPILATION OF THE WEISHU AND
THE REVOLUTIONARY SHIFT FROM THE
EASTERN WEI TO THE NORTHERN QI

Sacawa Eiji

This study argues that the Weishu F1E, a critical work in the study of the
history of the Northern Wei 1t%l, is a history whose production is intimately

— 104 —
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connected to the dynastic change From the Eastern Wei %% to the Northern Qi
Jt#5. The compilation and editing of the histories of the Northern Dynasties was a
delicate matter as it involved the sensitivities of the populace, and at the close of
the Northern Wei a system was formed in which several historians 158 % worked
to together to compile an official history in the Historiographical Bureau &5 )5,
which was established under a Chief Compiler of the Dynastic History BiE 5. A
high-ranking official from the Turkic Dai people G was assigned as Chief
Compiler of the Dynastic History to oversee the editing of the ethnic Han
historians. However, at the point of transition from the Eastern Wei to the
Northern Qi, Han officials began to serve as Chief Compiler of the Dynastic
History as well as historians. The Weishu was the history that appeared precisely
at this turning point.

The compilation of the history of the Northern Wei was begun during the
reign of Daowu-di 337, however when one reviews this history, the histories
written prior to Xiaowen-di Z23C5% did not distinguish between the period prior to
Daowu-di and that after him. In other words, one realizes that the periods prior to
and after the advance of the Northern Wei into central China were understood as
a single historical continuum. The periods before and after the advance into central
China were clearly distinguished only after Xiaowen-di bestowed the posthumous
title of great founder JKiiHl on Daowu-di. After the implementation of Xiaowen-di’s
policy of sinicization, there was an increasingly strong push with ethnic Han
historians playing a central role to make the starting point of the history an era of
Huangshi 246, the Chinese-style system introduced by Daowu-di. Thereafter,
consensus could not be reached on how the history of the Northern Wei should be
viewed, and the compilation and editing of an official history was not carried out.
Moreover, after the collapse of the Northern Wei, when Dai officials critical of
Xiaowen-di’s policy of sinicization assumed the reigns of political power, there
arose a push for a Dai official to create the dynastic history, and the system of a
Chief Compiler of the Dynastic History was created.

Transformation of the view of history was realized with the dynastic shift
from the Eastern Wei to the Northern Qi. The revolutionary cession of power
from the Eastern Wei to the Northern Qi was also a ceding of power from the
Yuan clan JCIX of Henan Luoyang {f/®i#&Ws to the Gao clan I of Bohai Tiao
i1, in short, from barbarian to Han rule. Additionally, those that helped Gao
Yang & to the throne at this time were ethnic Han aristocratic families from
Shandong. The Weishu is a history that legitimizes this revolution in history.
Reflecting the view of history of the Han aristocracy, the Weishu is the earliest
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dynastic history to depict the history of Northern Wei as that of a dynasty of
central China founded by Daowu-di.

MING AND LING : ZHU XI'S INTERPRETATION OF K2 3814
KmvosHITA Tetsuya

The phrase KayZ7alE, 2 2HE, 1582582 at the beginning of the
Zhong-yong " is one most heavily emphasized passages from the classical texts
relied on in the Neo-Confucian thought of Zhu Xi £%. Just how this he
interpreted this passage is fundamental to the framework of Zhu-xi's thought.

In the commentary at the beginning of Zhu Xi's Zhong-yong Zhang-ju
FREEE4], he states, “Ming is the equivalent of ling” @47, This appears at
first glance as an unproblematic, simple explication of the meaning of the
character, and it has seldom been the addressed in previous studies. Yet, I
believe this passage is of unusual significance, which I hope to illuminate in this
study.

Zhu Xi’s interpretation directs his readers to replace tian ming K with tian
ling R4 in the Zhong-yong. Both words mean essentially the same thing, but
ming applies to a specific person at a specific time, with a specific designation as
directly personal mandate. Ling, on the other hand, can be summarized as being
concerned with prescriptively applied duties of a post a specific post, applying to
unspecified occupants. Zhu Xi's proposal to read tian ming as tian ling was a
proposal to switch from the previous understanding of ming, which tended to see
it as applied on an individual basis, to another in which all were assigned duties by
heaven. By this switch, all things, which as living beings reside within a multitude
of different circumstances, are assigned same tasks in their being, and thus a
universal vision applicable to all was formed.

In Zhu Xi's thought, humans being alive have common duties to all things
assigned by heaven that must be fulfilled, and thus the concept of prescribed duty
was established, and thereafter became the “ethos” in the formation of the
“modern” societies of East Asia.
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