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A RECONSIDERATION OF WOODEN SLIPS COCERNED
WITH THE BESTOWAL OF ROYAL STAFFS

MoMiyama Akira

Wooden slips A% concerning the bestowal of royal staffs T-1 continue to
be excavated from Han-era tombs at Wuwei #J& in Gansu. The twenty-six
wooden slips discovered by a local farmer in 1981 in particular have been judged
precious historical resource because, although one slip is missing, together they
comprise a lengthy passage from a document titled the Ordinance of Lantai
&4 . The contents recorded therein are imperial edicts ##¥ designating the
privileges of those to whom a royal staff had been bestowed and they support
earlier scholarly opinion that Han-era ordinances were in fact imperial edicts.

Nevertheless, when compared to other Han-era documents with the word
“ordinance” in the title, for example the Ordinances on Fords and Passes #Ei4,
which was excavated from a Han tomb at Zhangjiashan in Jiangling, Hubei, the
ordinances from Wuwei have a much more complex structure. In contrast to the
individual provisions in the ordinances excavated from Zhangjiashan, each of which
is composed in principle of a single imperial edict, in the case of the edicts
excavated at Wuwel, in a single provision are included multiple imperial edicts and
memorials to the throne % and even records of judicial precedents Ht5.

This complex makeup is due to the fact that the ordinances excavated from
Wuwei belong to the category of ordinances known as gieling ¥4, According to
current academic theory, the gieling have been interpreted to be collections of
regulations composed for reference in order that various government offices could
carry out their duties. However, the character for gqie ¥ in gieling originally
meant to “raise high,” and therefore gieling does not refer to the content of the
ordinance, but probably refers to the form of a public notice. Central government
offices would select from among the edicts issued by the emperor those that
should be made known throughout the nation and promulgated them along with
related judicial precedents. At the various offices that received them, they were
“raised high” and displayed in a prominent place within the government office in
order to insure the public was fully aware of the law. If considered in this way,
the special character of the wooden slips of Wuwei can be explained in a straight-
forward manner without resorting to obfuscation. Because the laws so “raised” in
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each government office became a sort of notice board, it would not be unusual to
have multiple imperial edicts and judicial precedents. Although there was no single
code of law in effect throughout the land during the Han dynasty, local officials
were able to know the content of the law because of the existence of this qieling
system.

HONORIFIC TITLES AND “BORROWED RANKS” ACCORDED
THOSE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS DURING THE PERIOD OF
THE SUI AND TANG DYNASTIES

SHI1 Xiaojun

This article examines previously unexplored aspects of the system of
honorific titles E “borrowed” ranks 1517 (known as ci zifer yudai IHSEHERLS)
accorded those on foreign missions in light of historical records. The following
conclusions have been made on the basis of this examination.

In the case of the Sui dynasty, in contrast to the early period, during the
reign of Wendi, when the main honorary title was Sangi changshi BB FF
(Cavalier Attendant-in-ordinary) and junior third rank was granted, during the later
period of the reign of Yangdi the reality of the system of honorary titles is
generally unclear. However, judging from the various accounts of the offices of Pei
Shiging ZE{j#, who was dispatched to Japan, it appears that an office in the
Honglusi #BME< (Court of State Ceremonial) was temporarily awarded to
someone sent on a diplomatic mission in the later period.

During the Tang, there are at first examples of Sangi changshi being
provisionally awarded to those sent on foreign missions, but during the period
from Wuhou to Xuanzong, it appears that the honorific title was gradually fixed at
one in the diplomatic office of Honglu (the Honglu Qing &A% or Honglu
Shaoqing #&EE). This can be deemed the main characteristic of the system of
honorific titles for those sent on missions in the first half of the Tang.

There was a change in the honorific titles for those on foreign missions
following the Xuanzong era. They were now chiefly a variety of posts, which were
judicial offices # Mk, in the Yushitai #1572 (Censorate). With the exception of the
Zhongshi Wfli (Imperial Commissioners), almost all members of missions
(including the Liaozuo 4%, low-level staffers) also held judicial posts in the
censorate. Even the members of foreign missions who held as their main posts
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