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were passed during deliberations, but because Lao Naixuan’s position on the
adultery issue was accepted, the faction advocating the new criminal code refused
to deliberate further, and deliberations were broken off on the specific provisions
SH.

However, as this result caused dissatisfaction in the Constitutional
Commission, and the Commission acting on its own decided to report the original
plan to the throne and promulgate it. In response, the faction promoting the new
criminal code in the Political Advisory Board centering on Wang Rongbao {458
opposed it on the grounds that it ignored the legislative right of the Political
Advisory Board, and as a result of the debate, deliberations on general provisions
were concluded, and it was reported to the throne as a joint report of the Political
Advisory Board and the Constitutional Commission and promulgated as the Da
Qing Criminal Code.

With the establishment of the Republic of China, the interim government in
Beijing decided to provisionally adopt the Da Qing Criminal Code while eliminating
its provisional articles. With this decision, the promulgation of the new criminal
code for the Qing dynasty was a fait accompli, becoming a legal precedent.
Additionally, the interim Canyiyuan Z¥i#%Pt in Nanjing made a similar
determination, and the Temporary Criminal Code was put into effect.

THE DAILY FUNCTIONING OF THE IMPERIAL COURT ‘%#}
IN THE FIRST-HALF OF THE TANG DYNASTY,
CONCENTRATING ON THE TAIJIGONG

MATSUMOTO Yasunobu

Many aspects of the functioning of the Tang-era imperial palace = [, which
served as the locus of the emperor’s political role, are obscure, and have long
been the object of debate. Whether daily deliberations of the imperial court,
changchao “F®1, were held at the Middle Court H# (Taijidian of the Taijigong
KA E KB, Xuanzhengdian of the Daminggong K= EEU#) or the Inner
Court P (Liangyidian of the Taijigong A= Wif&Ek, Zichendian of the
Daminggong KHHE %% 8k) is particularly ambiguous. In this regard, the theory
propounded by Ouyang Xiu EkF%1% of the Northern Sung in the Biography of Li Qi
I in the 54™ fascicle of the New History of the Five Dynasties HrHALHE has
long been accepted due to its clarity, and it still holds weight with scholars today.



His theory, which may be deemed the zhungchao changchao &% 8] theory,
held that the Xuanzhengdian or Taijidian (& E# « AHE) was the site of daily
court operations with the exception of two days each month (the first and 15%)
when the an abbreviated ceremonial known as ruge A& was held within the Inner
Court WE. However, this theory displays a strong sense of having been created
to criticize the fossilization of the daily functioning of the imperial court in the
Wendedian 3CfE# (the equivalent of the Tang Taiji A% and Xuanzhengdian
B ), which the emperor was neglecting to attend during the Northern-Sung
dynasty, and thus it cannot be considered as evidence of actual Tang practice. |
have previously pointed out that the same theory cannot be applied to the later
half of the Tang dynasty in “T6dai jocho seido shiron,” (A hypothesis on the Tang
dynasty system of changchao), Ritsumeikan Toyoshigaku, Vol. 26 (2003). The
current study is based on the elucidation of the system of the second half of the
Tang explained therein and considers whether Ouyang Xiu's theory realize for the
earlier half of the Tang, chiefly as regards the Liangyidian Fif&E and Taijidian
KAB of the Taijigong AMiE .

Although during first half of the Tang dynasty one can see evidence of the
cycle of “the imperial court functioning once every five days” F.H—H, this
system was applied to the civilian and military officials of the fifth rank and above,
but all civilian officials above the fifth rank were additionally expected to attend
court everyday, and the emperors also usually attended court each day in
accordance with this practice from the time of their accession to the throne.
Moreover, the Liangyidian became the site of imperial court deliberations at the
latest of the reign of Taizong. The Taijidian was designated as the location of the
court on the first and 15" of each month, and Gaozong and the retired emperor
Ruizong carried on the system by attending the Taijidian once every five days.
However, it is doubtful whether this practice was maintained for long; and judging
from the frequency, it can be surmised that the daily attendance of civilian officials
of fifth and higher rank at the imperial court at the Liangyidian was the basic
practice. Therefore, it appears that the theory of Ouyang Xiu does not hold true
for the first half of the Tang either. This means that gradual formation of the
system of “three imperial courts in the official palace of the emperor” —=#IiEfB
was consciously formed and performed from a relatively early point in the Tang.
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