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various matters were recorded, including the fact that the outer ring of the for-
tress was surrounded by stone walls and wooden staves in concentric circles, that
in the center were located the principal castle tower, armory and storehouses,
that white plastered walls were constructed atop the stone castle walls, that the
ship landing and the castle gate were directly connected, and that local Korean re-
sidents were involved in securing supplies to support life in the castles.

INVESTING THE KING OF JAPAN AS A VASSAL #/1%&
AND RECEIVING TRIBUTE :&&: THE ISSUE OF
OPENING NINGBO TO THE TRIBUTE TRADE
IN 1594

NakaiMa Gakusho

Toyotomi Hideyoshi began the invasion of Korea in 1592, but as warfare be-
came mired in a stalemate from 1593 through the ninth month of 1596, peace
negotiations between Japan and the Ming dynasty dragged on interminably. In this
article, I examine the relationship of the arguments within the Ming court over
whether a tribute relationship should be opened with Japan and its relationship to
changes in the trade order in the East Asia of the time.

In the course of the peace negotiations, Hideyoshi continued to demand the
cession of the southern portion of the Korean peninsula and resumption of official
trade between Japan and the Ming. In response, the Ming dynasty saw the cessa-
tion of Korean territory as out of the question and continued to debate whether to
invest Hideyoshi with the title King of Japan and whether to permit the tribute
trade. The great majority of the bureaucracy opposed both the investment of
Hideyoshi and permission of the tribute trade, and in the fifth month of 1594 the
Wanli Emperor first ordered the denial of the investment and tribute trade, but
then reversed himself and agreed in the twelfth month to permit the investment
alone, but not to recognize the tribute trade.

Those who opposed opening trade with Japan argued that such trade with
would invite worsening of the peace and public order on the southeastern coast
and bring about financial costs similar to those of the Mongol trade. Furthermore,
Grand Secretary K2+ Shen Yiguan 7£— %, who was from Ningbo, which
was to be the entrepot for the Japanese tribute trade, feared the worsening of
public order in Ningbo and opposed the resumption of trade. In contrast, those
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who advocated the resumption of trade with Japan were a distinct minority.
Among these, Chen Yidian P58 argued articulately that trade involving
Japanese silver and Chinese commercial products would be unlike the Mongol
trade and would benefit the Ming dynasty. Moreover, Zhao Shizhen #-:1&, who
was famed as the author of Shengi pu #5735 , submitted a memorial to the throne
advising the toleration of trade with Japan. In addition, Grand Secretary Zhang Wei
#EA7, while opposing recognition of tribute trade with Japan, proposed a plan that
would permit Chinese maritime traders to sail to Japan and conduct trade.
However, in the end the argument against trade with Japan was stronger and the
trade was not resumed.

The East Asian tribute trade system that had existed since the early Ming de-
teriorated in the latter half of the 16th century, and in addition to the tribute trade
the countries surrounding China carried out mutual trade H.T in Guangdong and
on the northern borders and utilized the trade routes of the Chinese maritime
merchants from Fujian to Southeast Asian, thereby forming the gongshi BT sys-
tem that combined aspects of the tribute and private trade. Japan alone was left
out of the system due to fears of its aggressive actions. Reflecting the interest of
the merchants of Sakai and Hakata, Konishi Yukinaga /NPE4T5 and S6 Yoshitoshi
3%, who were in charge of the Japanese side in the peace negotiations,
sought to realize peace by resuming trade between Japan and the Ming. On the
other hand, those on the Ming side who groped for a peaceful resolution on the
basis of the resumption of the tribute trade were centered around Grand Secret-
ary Zhao Zhigao #:E5 and the Military Commissioner #£#& Song Yingchang FME
&, who came from Zhejiang, in addition to Chen Yidian and Zhang Han 7% ,
who was also from Zhejiang and argued forcefully that maritime trade on the
southeastern coast would be financially beneficial and unlike trade on the northern
borders, which had incurred financial burdens. However, in the end the gap be-
tween the positions of Hideyoshi, who stubbornly clung to demands for territory,
and Ming bureaucrats, who opposed trade with Japan, remained and brought about
the breakdown of the peace negotiations.
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