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—— Tennessee Williams @ 2D E|OH4E
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Ummediately following: The church bell is heard striking six. At the sixth stroke the

alarm clock goes off in AMANDA’s room, and after a few moments we hear her calling
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‘Rise and Shine! Rise and Shine! Laura, go tell your brother to vise and shine!’]
TOM [setting up slowly]: T'll rise — but I won’t shine.

[The light increases. ]

AMANDA: Laura, tell your brother his coffee is ready.

[Laura slips into front room.]

LAURA: TOM! — It’s nearly seven. Don’t make mother nervous. [He stares at her
stupidly. Beseechingly.] Tom, speak to mother this morning. Make up with her,
apologize, speak to her!

TOM: She won't to me. It’s her that started not speaking.

LAURA: If you just say you're sorry she’ll start speaking.

TOM: Her not speaking — is that such a tragedy?

LAURA: Please — please!

AMANDA [calling from kitchenette]: Laura, are you going to do what I asked you to do,
or do I have to get dressed and go out myself?

LAURA: Going, going— soon as I get on my coat! [She pulls on a shapeless felt hat with
nervous, jerky movement, pleadingly glancing at TOM. Rushes awakwardly for coat.
The coat is one of AMANDA’s, inaccurately made-over, the sleeves too short for
LAURA.] Butter and what else?

AMANDA [entering upstage] : Just butter. Tell them to charge it.

LAURA: Mother, they make such faces when I do that.

AMANDA: Sticks and stones can break bones, but the expression on Mr Garfinkle’s face
won’t harm us! Tell your brother his coffee is getting cold.

LAURA lat door]: Do what I asked you, will you, will you, Tom?

[He looks sullenly away. ]

AMANDA: Laura, go now or just don’t go at all!

LAURA [rushing out]: Going — going! [A second later she cries out. TOM springs up
and crosses to door. AMANDA ruses anxiously in. TOM opens the door.]

TOM: Laura?

LAURA: I'm all right. I slipped, but I'm all right.
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AMANDA [peering anxiously after her]: If anyone breaks a leg on those fire-escape
steps, the landlord ought to be sued for every cent he possesses! [She shuts door.
Remember she isn’t speaking and returns to other room.]*
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T. 74 U7 LXDOESDSIHIE. Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire
and Other plays (Penguin, 1959) Z#l5,
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BLANCHE [/ightly]: Honey, do me a favor. Run to the drugstore and get me a lemon-
coke with plenty of chipped ice in it! — Will you do that for me, Sweetie?

STELLA [uncertainly]: Yes. [She goes around the corner of the building. ]
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STANLEY: The Kowalskis and the Dubois have different notions.

STELLA langrily]: Indeed they have, thank heavens! — I'm going outside. [She
snatches up her white hat and gloves and crosses to the outside door.] You come out
with me while Blanche is getting dressed.

STANLEY: Since when do you give me orders?

STELLA: Are you going to stay here and insult her?

STANLEY: You're damn tootin’ I'm going to stay here.
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[BLANCHE throws off her robe and slips into a flowered print dress. ]
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BLANCHE: Where’s Stella?
STANLEY: Out on the porch.
BLANCHE: I'm going to ask a favour of you in a moment.
STANLEY: What could that be, I wonder?
BLANCHE: Some buttons in back! You may enter!
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BLANCHE: The poor thing was out there listening to us, and I have an idea she
doesn’t understand you as well as [ do. . .. All right; now, Mr Kowalski, let us pro-
ceed without any more double-talk. I'm ready to answer all questions, I've nothing
to hide. What is it?

STANLEY: There is such a thing in this State of Louisiana as the Napoleonic code,
according to which whatever belongs to my wife is also mine — and vice versa.
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