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rgyal po chen po mii lhaam %wbm na skye bo mi srun pa
gdul dka ba rnams lugs gnyis kyi srol bzang poi lam du
nan gyis srong shing/ -mdsa ba dang mi mdsa ba dang
bar nia rnams la thugs rab tu snyoms pas phyogs sum
lhung bai wr.ﬁn.ﬁb tu drang bai bka khrims btsan poi
gnas las mna og ba rnams ada bai skabs mang ba dang/
phyi dang nang gi bya bai gnas thams cad ma achol shing
akhrugs pa med par dpyad pa gsum gyis gtan la abebs
cing mdsangs par grags pa rnams kyis kyang dgongs pai
gting dpog pa med pai phyir sgam po ste srong btsan sgam
po shes mtshan snyan par grags pa nyid skye dgui dpal
du gar to/ .
_.® Laufer, Bird Devination among the Tibetans. H_.ozsm“. Pao.
1914. p. 29. .
& Rockhill, The Life of Buddha.
& Laufer, ibid.
® BREEYME] GEXPIO) MEERBEERK Tk
HERK] TelER] (B9100) .
® Waddell, Ancient historical Edicts at Lhasa. JRAS. 1910.
- p. 1248. Charles Bell, Tibet past and present. Appendix IT. "
nmm_agﬁwﬁﬁf&ﬁﬁ_W%:u
GEFEMYY MNKE] vOPEOEN AR Dy Y kehgi
~ R0 (Waddell, ibid. p. 1278. 1. 54. 56.) Q¥ [XE] Qo
NIRE O BEERR U Y keh ce VH P ¥0° (E. L 57)
GEEE [ S H TN REEP] IREERN D BEHEK
ERERKEIEREHTRK ,

1884. p. 217.
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@ Laufer, Bird Devination. TP. 1914. p. 91. ,

@ Thomas, Tibetan Uoo:::mim concerning Chinese Turkestan.
II. JRAS. 1928. p. 81
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® [mu ne btsan po] chab srid lo gcig dang zla ba bdun mdsad -

de bcu bdun pa la yum gyis dug btang ste adas so/

® me pho abrug la bod kyi rgyal po adas/ lo de nyid [1{ {1
] cung bo tha or:bmm,, tha mu shes ba rgyal sar bskos/

@ sa mo lug adi glang dar mas rgyal srid byas nas lo bshi
lon pai sa mo lug de yin no/

@ srong btsan nas dar mai bar du rgyai yig tshang la sogs
par btab pa bla ma rin chen grags pas bod skad du bsgyur

te byung ba/ mii bdag po kun dga rdo rjes yi mmu btab pa -

bshin bri bar EE ste/
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AN EXAMINATION OF TIBETAN WRITINGS
AS HISTORICAL SOURCES

By Hisashi Sato

.Bu-ston’s Chos-hbyun (History of Buddhism), Deb-gter snon-po,
the fifth Dalai Lama’s Chos-hbyun Dpag bsam ljon-bzan, and Tarana-
tha’s Chos-hbyun and Horchos-hbyun are usually regarded as the most
important historical date of the ancient Tibetan dynasties, which were
called T'u-fan by the Chinese. However, except the first two they '
are of little value as historical materials,‘ because they are nothing
but compilations of older documents. Bu-ston’s Chos-}_lbyur’l and Deb-
geter snon-po are very important records. From the standpoint of
the history of Buddhism Bu-ston’s writings are extremely valuable,
and among his works the Ded-snon is considered to contain accurate
chronological data. Of what nature is‘the Deb-snon’s chronology?
To what extent.are the data contained in it reliable ?

The first volume of the Deb-snon consists of eleven chapters.
Chapters I1I-V areé compiiations of the traditions taken out of the.
Hindu sititras, while Chapter VI is a compilation of the Tibetan tradi- .
. tions. Historical events are described only in Chapters VII, VIII and
X, but they are noting but an uncritical collection of some Chinese '
and Tibetan materials. After close examination it comes out that
the chronology of the Deb-snon is reliable only so far as it depends
on the Chinese materials. -

With regard to the chronology of the Tibetan dynasties there are i

discrepancies between the Chinese records and the Tibetan documents;
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In the light of the author’s research the contemporaneous Chinese
records, the Lhasa Treaty Edict Inscription and the Tun-huang docu-
ments are to be taken as the most reliable source materials, while
the Tibetan documen}s are much inferior because of its nature aé

mere compilations of the traditions.
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