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SOME PROBLEMS ,IN THE HISTOSY OF
'AGRICULTURAL TECHNIQUE IN CHINA

By, Qenﬁosuke *Amano .

. The Ch’un-ch’iu. period is said to mark a great change in the
social ahd polii:ical history" of China. This view holds good also in
the history of agricultural technique. In the same period: iron imple--
ments ‘and the ox-driven plough made their appearance, leading to
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‘ the enlargement of cultivated land and devélopment o

f agricultural-
‘ productivity, and finally bﬁnging a change in the productive relations.’
In the presenf.i ‘article are examined various theories hitherto proposed
upon two of such important changes in agricultural technique, ou-kéng
(ﬁﬁ{:‘)_and'niu-li-'kéng (4-85h), and the author comes to the conclu-
sion that. the former -meant mere ' co-operative cultivation in the
wet-field area of north China, while the latter word suggests the em-
- ployment of the ox in agriculture as early as in the Ch’un-ch’iu period.
In this connection the author rejects the view held by some specialists
".on the oracles bones that niu-li-kéng was already in use in the Yin
period. He says that, though it is traceable only to the Period of the
Wari‘ing States so far as dociiﬁwntary evidence is c;)ncerned, niu-li-
kéng waé in practice as early as in the Ch’un-ch’iu period. The de‘ve;
. lopment in the make of the 1i (plough) is also described. “





