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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND THE VILLAGE
ELDER’S JURISDICTION |
IN THE MING PERIOD

- By Tatsuo Obata

 Emperor T’ai-tzu made the agricultural cofnmuniéy set up a com-
| munal establishement called ’shén-ming-t’ing (FEBAZE) or ching-shan-
t'ing (#E=r) with a view to enhancing communal morales, and during
the Hung-wu ere the function of adm1mster1ng justice as the lowest
court of justice was authorized to this estabhsment with the v1llage
elders as judges. The village elder’s authonty as a ]udge was . deﬁned
in a Qecree and the government officials were enJomed to tresspass
'gzgainst the village elder’s jurisdiction. - But. such a practice often
resulted. in bringing abusée, and the village elder’s jurisdiction was
"repealed and taken gver by. the officials appomted by the governmet
in the 9th year of the Ch’éng-hua era. It was. in force only for 70 ‘

years or so.





