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. CONFUCIANISM, TAOISM AND BUDDHISM
.. IN THE MING (%) PERIOD
;WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO LIN CHAQ-SSU—.

*

By Senfyﬁ Mano

It is needless to say that Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism are
the three great schools of thought in China. These three have been

—_1 —



- sometimes in conflict and sometimes compromised. It was under the in- -
fluence of the Yang Ming school in the sixteeth century that the tendency
toward syncretism became dominant, and it wés Lin Chao-ssu who

‘,déveloped the syncretism not only in the field of thought but also in
its social and rgligious phases. Though, generally speaking, Confu-
cianism, Taoism and Buddhism were in the process of syncretism during
the Ming Period, there were stlll some msurmountable barriers among
them. These barriers were not only due to dlfferences in creed but to
somal and political conditions. The problem was, then, how to bring
them all to a compromise. Lin Chao-ssu was the one who tried to bring
them to a successful compromise from the standpoint of the « phyloéophy
of mind” of tne Wang Ming school. Thus it was Lin Chao-ssu who put
these three great schools of thought into a rationalistic syncretism,
which still dominates the mind of the majority o.f the contemporary
Chinese.





