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Bow and Cross-bow
Mitsukuni yoshida

Since the bow is rather rarely mentioned in our MSS.,, this kind of
weapon seems to have been of less important. Generally speaking, in
‘the Han period the composite bow was in use rather than the plain
bow made of horn. The core of a composite bow was made of wood
and reinforced with sinew or horn, and the description in our MSS. of -
the ‘composite bow is in general agreement with that mentioned in the
Chot_l-li (FEi&) or those found by Tan Ch’ieh-chiing (3 HF) at Ch’éng-tu
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(%#E). We find the same kind of bow in the mural paintings found at
T'ung-kou (i&#). The stone bow is mentioned in our MSS., and we-
find many a reference to the cross-bow, which seems to have been
important as a weapon against the mounted invaders. The cross-bow,.
which was a kind of composite bow made of wood, was of various kiqu.'
according to its intensity, and sometimes we meet with mention of those
.which seem like European ballista. The cord was fixed with cranequine
or stirrup, while the bolt is rather short. Though the poisoned-arrow
of aconite and the like is mentioned in other ancient sources, we do-
not find any in our MSS. The trigger was discovered in a tomb at.
Ld-lang (#85)) in Korea. '
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