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Political Strife from the Reign of Empress Wu to the
Beginning of the Era of Emperor HSuan (5

Michio Tanikawa

There are two theories on the political structure of T’ang (&) prior to
the revolt of An Lu-shan (%j#kIl); the new landlord-merchant class was
already strong enough to cope with the aristocracy, or the latter was still
in ascendancy. Which is right? The political strife in this period may
be defined as that between the imperial clan including relations by
marriage and the court dignitaries. With a view to increasing its influence
the former recruited many Kgovernment officials from the landlord-mer-
chant class and at the same time promoted the ranks of Buddhist monks,
while the latter representing the old aristocracy made struggle against the
former, emerging in victory. The political strife was thus fought between
the two cliques of the aristocracy, but not between the aristocracy and a
newly emerging social class. However, at the same time the fact should
be taken into consideration that the influence of the common people had
become so strong as to lead to the disruption of the ruling class into two
camps.

Revolt of Huang Ch’ao (%)
Norio Yoshimine

We find various revolts in the latter part of the 9th century, resulting
from the desperate conditions of the populace under the rule of T’ang ().
Some of these are the revolt of Ch'iu Fu () (859-860 A.D.) and that of
Pang Hsiin (FE5)) (874-884), but the final and biggest was that of Huang
Ch’ao (3 4i), which lasted from 874 to 884. Huang Ch’ao recruited his
supporters from various social strata, including peasants, bandits, soldiers
and even intellectuals. He was clever enough to screen those who were
‘suspected of their loyalty, and survived struggle for a period of ten years
during which time he drove out the T’ang empefor, occupied the capital,
and established his own rule. His success was due to the fact that he
took advantage of dissatisfaction and resistance of the. oppressed people,
but eventually misrule after the occupation of the capital led to his down-
fall. Though the revolt itself did not lead to the collapse of the T’ang
dynasty, it was one of its main causes.
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