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The Formation of the Concept of ‘“Adolescence” in Modern Japan
from the ambitious young man to young man as a student
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The purpose of this paper is to explore how the concept of “adolescence” was constructed in modern
Japan. and discuss how the meaning of “young man” had gone through a change by the appearance of
“ad scence”. Specifically, I will analyze an education ournal “Jido Kenkyu” in which the concept
“ad  scence” had first appeared in Japan.

The conclusion is as follow.  1e concept of “adolescence” in modern Japan was established in the
editorial article by Matsumoto Kojiro published in 1900, and in the academical article by ikashima
Heizaburo published in 1902. these articles, “young man” meant neither a new generation nor

”

political group anymore. Reinterpreted as a developmental stage of “adolescence”, “young man” was
considered to be a sick being that had to be de  with in order to adapt him to school life.



