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that both groups were active in the private breeding of war horses prior to the
establishment of the Tang dynasty. This reality, that the Sogdians, who have
heretofore been seen as merchants, can be understood as having formed armed
bodies in the past should be recognized. In other words, the occupation of breed-
ing and trading war horses, would have necessarily deepened their involvement
with military matters and led them to become militarized.

THE HISTORY OF THE AGRICULTURAL EXPLOITATION OF
COI TRI VILLAGE IN NINH BINH PROVINCE IN THE
RED RIVER DELTA OF VIETNAM
: A RECONSIDERATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN LOCAL

AND NATIONAL OFFICIALS AND THE POPULACE

Yao Takao

During the reign of Thanh Tong, the fifth emperor of the Lé dynasty, which
had been established early in the 151 century, an administrative system was insti-
tuted and a highly uniform system of local administration was also created. In re-
gard to the administration of land, the system of equitable distribution of rice fields
based on public rice fields was likewise instituted and a policy of social equality
was promoted. Despite this fact, the development of new rice fields was aggres-
sively promoted. These efforts to exploit the land can be seen classified into three
types based on the character of the developer, (1) powerful noble families who
were associated with the founding of the dynasty, (2) government officials, and (3)
ordinary farmers.

The Céi Tri village in Ninh Binh province in the lower Red River delta was de-
veloped by the method known as Chiém xa which meant development by those
from other provinces. In earlier studies it has simply been assumed that it was
closely related to Hong Dt’c banks, which were constructed in the area by the
national government at the same time, however, the specific course of the de-
velopment has not been made clear.

On the basic of local sources written by the descendants of the developers,
this study points out that the people secured many private rice fields even though
they faithfully followed the government’s Chiém xa method of development, that
recruitment of new members was frequently conducted relying on blood and
neighboring relationships built up over 30 years of the development process, and



that some people who only saw it as a method of speculation participated although
the aim of the method had been to aid people in poverty, and thus it did not ex-
hibit the elements of a development project conducted on a national scale.

Even though it is certainly true that the Hong Di'c banks ultimately made a
great contribution to the development project, the development of rice fields here
can be classified as of type (3). And despite this, the frequent acts of submitting
reports from local officials, deliberations of the central government, the issuance
of imperial decrees, surveys of villages by provincial authorities for the develop-
ment of a single village can be seen as abuses brought about by the over concen-
tration of power in the central government.

SAFAVID CHRONICLES AND THE INTRODUCTION
OF THE TURKISH CALENDAR

GOTO Yukako

In Islamic historical writing the canonical Hijra calendar was ordinarily used to
date historical events. In the area where Persian was the main written language of
the inhabitants, historians began to write in Persian, but the Hijra calendar re-
mained in use. After the Mongol invasion, the cyclical Chinese-Uighur calendar, in
which the years were represented by a series of twelve animals, was introduced
and used in parallel with the Hijra calendar in Persian historical writing and in dat-
ing the issuance of farmans (royal decrees).

After the fall of the II-Khanid dynasty in the first half of the 14t century, the
use of the solar animal calendar in Persian historiography became rare, even
though it was still in use in administrative affairs. The Safavid dynasty, which had
taken control of Persia in 1501, revived the use of the animal calendar, in the form
of the Turkish calendar, sal-i turki. A special characteristic of this calendar is the
conformity of New Year’s Day with nauriz (New Year’s Day) of Persian origin.
Then in the later reign of Shah Tahmasb I and that of Shah Sultan Muhammad
Hudabandah, most of the farmans that were issued between the late 960’s (the
early 1560’s) and the late 990’s (the late 1580’s) had a corresponding animal-
designated year in addition to a Hijra date. This period corresponds to the period
when the Turkish calendar was given precedence over the Hijra dates in the Safa-
vid chronicles, and both calendars were used in tandem. In the reign of ‘Abbas I,
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