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the work are found here. It also contains previously unknown source materials on
the legal system from the age of Qubilai, the founder of the Daitén yeke Mongol
ulus. This work will provide important clues to solve the question of how the Shi-
lin guangji was edited and added to over time. The article introduces the broad
outlines of the work and indicates the various remaining issues, such what was the
knowledge of bureaucrats and aspiring candidates for the official examinations in
the Jian’an region and how it was actually put into practice. It, furthermore, con-
siders how studies of China originating in Japan should be conducted.

A CONSIDERATION OF THE XIEJIA DURING THE MING AND
QING DYNASTIES, WITH A PARTICULAR FOCUS
ON THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO LAWSUITS

Ota Izuru

This article is a preliminary examination of the of xiejia X%, a term that re-
fers both to inns and their proprietors and that often appear in written sources of
the Ming and Qing periods, chiefly in regard to lawsuits involving them. The re-
sults of this examination can be summarized in the following fashion. First, plain-
tiffs and defendants in the lawsuits frequently found pettifoggers (legal fixers) i Fili
via the inns. Inns were often run by such pettifoggers, county clerks /5 5, and
county runners f 1%, and thus they functioned as if they were “introduction ser-
vice centers for the pettifoggers.” Although it has not been possible to examine
how they came across the inns due to the limitations of the sources, it can be sur-
mised that an appropriate inn was chosen based on consideration of personal fi-
nances and without any particular direction from government officials. Second, it is
thought that among the inns that sheltered those involved in the lawsuits, there
were inns of various ranks, from the luxurious to those of ordinary quality. Ulti-
mately, whatever establishment was chosen to safeguard the lodger’s person, the
choice was made in large measure on the basis of the lodger’s financial capacity. In
the worst cases, when the poor could not muster sufficient funds, they were on
occasion detained by rural agents and jailed. Third, with the dramatic increase in
the number of lawsuits, large numbers of those involved in the cases headed into
the cities, and just how the state authorities should deal with them became an im-
portant issue. The authorities attempted to manage the problem by binding visi-
tors to the inns using the local neighbor organizations. However, the character of
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this policy was that of temporary or emergency measure. Fourth, during the Ming
and Qing periods, court officials recognized the harm that was caused by the illegal
actions of county clerks and runners that accompanied the detention of those in-
volved in the lawsuits and they resorted to makeshift methods to hold them some-
where. This, however, made no progress toward ameliorating the fundamental
flaw that was the insufficient compensation for their service, which was in reality
the basic problem. Furthermore, the situations should be viewed in the larger con-
text of the population explosion from the mid-Qing onward. There was, however,
no increase in the number of government offices at the lowest-level, which also
functioned as courts, in the localities, and thus there was no attempt to respond to
the increase in lawsuits that accompanied the population explosion. In short, the
increasing numbers of people involved in lawsuits had already surpassed the capac-
ity of the local authorities, and it appears that the reality was that they had to rely
on the inns even though they were aware of the various negative effects of doing
S0.

NATIONALISM AND FLAGS OF CONVENIENCE: JAPANESE
SHIPPING IN NORTH CHINA IN THE MID-1930S

Liu Sufen

The Japanese government had long subsidized coastal shipping lines to ensure
regular and efficient service. The government subsidies designated the line as well
as the number and the type of ships. After the Sino-Japanese War, a liner strategy
was shaped by the Navigation Encouragement Law and the Ocean Lines Subsidy
Law to concentrate on overseas lines and near-seas services, but led to the coast-
al retrenchment in many local services and feeder lines. What happened to the un-
qualified ships during the recession in 1930s is the topic of this paper.

Famous shipping companies, like Nippon Yusen Kaisha as well as Osaka
Shosen Kaisha and Toyo Kisen Kaisha, operated trunk lines which were in the
national interest with expanding empire. Other smaller firms operated tramps and
charters on unscheduled routes freeing themselves from the government controls
that accompanied the subsidies. They might have been able to exploit their oppor-
tunities more effectively against the competition on the shipping market with Brit-
ish companies in East Asia.

The Japanese government tended to form “exclusive spheres” based on the
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