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On visits to the arcas being prepared m.On Ch'ang-

- sha’s new municiqal center, it was often possible

to orm.m?a three n_ﬁ:‘_w, differentiated levels of to-

First and most sensational of the dis-

mb remains.

coveries were the deep vertical tomb-shafts of the
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pre-Han epoch, often as much as twenty-five or

thirty feet in depth. In some cases there were
wooden chambers at the bottom, ?‘amm:& almost
intact under water and surrounded on all sides by
a layer of white preservative clay. The fact that
these tombs were below water level accounts for
the remarkable preservation of the wood sculptures
and lacquer objects of this perod. In exceedingly
rare cases fire occurred when the ceiling beams
were lifted, and the excavators were nearly scared
out of their wits, feeling certain that guardian
spirits of the tomb were retaliating for the sacrilege.

Secondly, there were the tombs of the Han Dyna-
oty (B. C. 206—A. D. 220) and early Six Dyna-
sties, large vaulted pseudo-houses of brick covered
with tumuli which generally rose to a height of
fifteen feet above surface level.

Lastly, there were the shallow unmarked graves

of the later periods without construction of any

kind and rarely more than six feet in depth..
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@ Carl Bishop ; The DBronzes of Hsin-chéng Hsien

(The Smithsonian Report for 1926) ; Tomb Find at

Hsin Chéng Hsien(Artibus Asiae, 1928—29, Nos 2. 3)
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(1) Coarse low-fired grey earthware with verti-

cal ribbing represented by a single li-ting,
possible earlier in date.
(2) Set of 12 inscribed pottery vessels.
(8) Set of 12 potteries with metallic oﬁlm&
and brushwork decoration.

(4) Clay SEn.n and lacquered pottery.
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Shapes represnted include hu, ting, p’an, and kuei,

The paste is exceptionally fine and produces a dis-

tinctly resonant tone when struck. Two of the ting
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are decorated with brushwork in black against a

prepared reddish ground; the designs include a fo-
liate pattern and a design similar to that on one
of the serpents of the Ch‘ang-sha lacquered piece
recently burchased by the Cleveland Museum of
Art. The other pieces of the group arc decorated
with a thin silvery foil applied in layers.
use of foil and of brushwork on Chinese pottery
¢f so early a date are without precedent, It

should be noted that three of the ting contain the

bonesof the original sacrifice.
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(1) Set of thirteen bronzes

(2) Bronze B;,.noﬂm

(8) Weapons

(4) Set of inscribed bronze weights
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These _un,onanAﬁ,_uEmv include a set of momn. crane
‘standards (height, 15.5.cm), a set of mozn,,Wﬁwmemm
ducks serving a similar purpose, a pair of .nrmlon

. hub-caps with decorated pins, a pair of ring-handles
decorated with monster masks, and the cover of a

small ritual vessel. The birds probably seived as

“supports for small round _mnaso«mm doxes and were

v_m.ovpv_% orginally inlaid with lacquer.
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B E(Jades)

A\_ ) Plaque in the form of a dragon.

(2) Four arc pendants. ‘

(3) White T:.Wo sword-sheath ornaments.

Pk (Musical Instruments)

(1) Fragment of the perimeter of a lacquered
drum having a suspension ring of bronze
decorated with a monster mask.

(2) Air-chamber and mouthpiece of a Sheng.

(3) Hﬂnwmﬁo:?om lacquered ching, or lyre.

(4) Wooden model in minature of a chung, or bell.

(5) String from a 23—stringed se, or zither.

#  {(Miscellancous)
(1) Lacquered wood scoop-thaped utensil known

as yu-shang decorated with brushwork,

(2) Fragments of a lacquer box.

(3) Carved talc bear.
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© HOnINKHORAVN GO NR | KOHOLET
An Exhibition of Chinese antiquities from Ch‘aag-sha
CERVEM® Nt ( PED°

@ D. J. Finn : Archaological Finds on Lama Island

_ near Hong-kong(The Hong-kong Natualist. vol II-1V)
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There are many reasons for believing that the
back to back arrangement is correct. In the first

place, it is easier to set them up this way, as the

legs of the birds fit the mo_mm better. Second, the

a

composition is far move satisfactory, especially if
something was meant to rest on the backs of the
birds, and it is absolutely certain that something
did rest there or they would have been decorated.
Suppose the cranes and serpents were a stand for
a drum used for ceremonial purposes. No drum
could have rested on the backs of the birds because
/%n tails” would have becen in the way, but supports
noim_ have projected from the backs to carry a drum
suspended from the holes in the birds’ necks. John
Hadley Cox, of the Yale Graduate School, was in
Changsha at the time of the excavations and was
able to obtain the ward ‘of one of the chief exca-
vators that a drum was suspended between the
birds. Moreover, Mr. Cox has a section of the
perimeter of a drum, made of lacquered wood and
about a foot thick from front to back. Also in his
possession is a photograrh of a pair of birds carved

from one piece of wood, their tails joined together.
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