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Ferndo Mendes Pinto until recently enjoyed a reputation as

a liar and a braggart, but seems now to have been at least
partly vindicated. The Mendes Pinto adventures, if authentic,
surpass the probably fictious ones which Captain John Smith
claimed for himself. They began in childfood when he ran
away from Lisbon and when the ship on which he sailed was
captured by Moorish pirates. For their own reasons, his
captors, instead of selling himi in Morocco, put him ashore
in Portugal. Next, at the age of 26, Mendes Pinto sailed for
the East where he wandered about for the next twenty-one
years. Usually making India the point of departure for his
trips, he, by his own statement, visited the Red Sea, Ethiopia,
Ormuz, Malacca, Sumatra, Siam, Burma, China and even
Tibet and Mongolia. He was possibly a member of the first
European party to set foot in Japan, and even if he was not
it seems likely that he did go there ultimately. In more than
one other Far Eastern place Mendes Pinto claimed to be
the first European visitor. In the course of his travels he
entered the Jesuit Order,

vacation with the emphatic consent of his colleagues. Return-

which he soon left for want of

ing to Portugal, he gave in his Peregrination an account of

the places he had visited and the sights he had seen. It is

.no wonder that his tale was received with some reservations,

but Philip of Spain was enough impressed with Mendes Pinto
to award him a pension after becoming ruler of Portugal in
1580,
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