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where a few cotton merchants were running their business on a large
scale ; there were approximately 450 mills, 360 operating agents, and‘
over 10,000 workers. The operating agent was called pao-t’ou .
Not a few scholars regarded the operating agent system as prototype
of the capitalistic production system, but the present author pro-
poses a different interpretation based on some new material recently
found in Suchou. The operating agent enjoyed license for sizing the
cotton cloth, equipped the mill with instruments, and provided the
workers with lodging in the form of advancement. The mill was
leased on a monthly basis. Neverthless, he was in no sense a ‘‘capita-
list’” because he himself did not employ workers, who were paid by.
the cotton merchant on a piece work basis. There was another charac-
teristic of the enterprise ; though it was a private business, the cotton-
sizing industry was under the control of the local government which
regulated the duties of the operating agent as well as wages for wor-
kers. The industry may be regarded as a kind of deformity caused
by the peculiar nature of production facilities, i.e, home industry.

Weénkuan (Archives) % gg in the Early Years of Ch’ing /5
Nobuo Kanda

The Wénkuan or archives was a government agency in the
early Ch’ing period ; it was often called shufang ZEFE. The Wénkuan
is said to have been set up as early as 1629. But officially it appeared
first in the Ta Ch'ing Huitien Shihli KEEIERF compiled during
the Chiach’ing % era (1796-1820). The so-called ref-erence to the
Wénkuan found in the Veritable Records of T’aitsung K tells us
merely that the court literati were divided into two sections, one for
translation and the other for documentation. Though the name of
Weénkuan first appeared in 1629, an investigation of its personnel
seems to indicate that it had existed before that year. Translation
and documenation were already practised in the early days of the
reign of Nurhachi, and contact with Mongols and Koreans on the
one hand and the Ch’ing Government’s own needs son the other led
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to the establishment in 1616 as a separate government agency of the
Wénkuan or Shufang, assuming a full-fledged form at the end of
the T’ienming Kfy. There was another important function of the
Wénkuan ; transmitting of imperial orders and reports to the throne.
This function further developed the Wénkuar into a kind of inner
cabinet like that of the Ming HJ dynasty, and immediately before
the the beginning of the Ch’ungté 74 era (1636) it became the
Neisanyunan PI=F7.

The Origin of Summer and Autum Dues

Noboru Koga

The shifting of key economic areas from north to central and
south China as a result of the revolt of An Lushan Zi%(l] was one
of the main causes that led to the establisment of the biannual tax-
ation system where payment was made in June and November.
After the revolt T’ang f& was forced to depend on central and south
China for finance, where the climatic conditions made it more practi-
cal to take dues for wheat and silk in June and those for rice, mil-
let and hemp in November. This was already practised under the
Southern CZ’én . The biannual taxation system was not only the
result of tax readjustment but that of efforts to develop agricultural
resources for a dynasty with its key economic areas in central and
south China.



