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The Poll Tax of Sung
Setsuko Yanagida

The poll tax of Sung, which was imposed on every 20 to 60 years
old man, differed basically from the twice-a-year land tax of the older
days. It was practiced throughout the southeastern part of China
after the Five Dynasties, though the system was different from place
to place and from age to age. When it was abolished in 1206 in Chi-
angsu and Chechiang, the poll tax had been incorporated into the
traditional land tax system. In some provinces it was abolished alre-
ady in the Northern Sung period. On the other hand, in such prov-
inces as Chinghu and Kuangnan the land tax assesed by polls seems
to pave existed until Southern Sung. In a word, various forms of
the poll tax differed in different ages and localities under the influ-

ence of particular local conditions and landownership.

The Prime Minister’s Office (néiko) of the Ming Dynasty

Takayoshi Y amamoto

The present article is a continuation of the author’s former ar-
ticle, The Formation and Development of the Prime Minister’s Office
in the Ming Dynasty, in the To6hogaku, No. 21, where he divided
its history into four stages (1) the nebulous period under T’aitsu, (2)
the prototype established by Huiti, (3) the period of its continuation
under Ch’éngtsu and (4) its consummation in the form similar to the
ancient #siangfu (Prime Minister’s Office) under Jéntsung and Hstan-
tsung. In this article the author explains each of the aforesaid four
stages more in detail, elucidating the relation this institution with

absolute monarchy.
Cities in North China in the Six Dynasties
Ichisada Miyazak:

A big transformation took place in Chinese society in the Six
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Dynasties through the Three Kingdoms from the Han; tens of th-
ousand of local agricultural centers were disintegrated into villages,
while part of their population was absorbed in the large cities. On
the other hand, a few large cities of the Han period became non-
productive politico-military centers, and their inhabitants largely con-
sisted of the gentry, officials and soldiers. When the chieftains of
the Five Northern Barbarians became rulers in North China, the
tribesmen became professional soldiers and resided in these big cities,
while many Chinese moved from the cities to the local communities.
Thus, these cities became military bases with strong inner and outer
walls. The palace was located not in the ceter of the city but along"
the north outer wall. Pingchéng of Northern Wei, Loyang, and

Ch’angan of T’ang and Sui were capitals of such structure.
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