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The Origin of Taxes in Silver in North China under the Ming

Kikuo Taniguchi

Under the Ming the first step toward tax payment in silver was
realized in the form where certain specific corvées were replaced by
Paying in silver, but in the beginning this system was not practiced
on a fixed standard; there were local differences. In this connection
the author calls attention to the following two points; (1) in Shan-
tung payment in silver was initiated in the form of mén-yin and (2)
in North China, especially in Shantung, taxes in kind to the throne
and taxes paid to the government agencies, which were in Middle
and South China born by the local administrative units, became to

be included in the chitn-yao and later in the mén-yin.

Problems relating to the Religion of Yin

Michiharu Ito

The official diviners of the Yin Dynasty were recruited from among
the diviners of the conquered states, and the study of those divin-
ers’ relations to the Yin Dynasty reveals that the power of the dynasty
often fluctuated because the authority of the Yin rulers was derived
from their position as commanders of the confedration of states.
One of the most important functions and binding forces of the con-
federation was nature worship where spirits of mountains, rivers
: and other natural objects and phenomena were regarded as deities.
As other states were forced to subject to Yin, their own deities were
added to the pantheon of Yin under the supreme god of Yin, while
the the diviners from other states were subject to the Yin ruler, thus
making the religious hierarchy conform with the political. The fact
that, whenever not many names of deities appear in oracle bones,
proportionately oracle bones bearing Yin’s foreign relations decrease,

seems to give support to the above view.



