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This dissertation explains how ethnicity is formed among Koreans in Russia, the
United States, and Japan. It finds the three countries’ political and economic systems
present different types of risks which Korean residents manage by shaping their ethnicity
to better position themselves in those societies. The Koreans in Russia primarily face
political risks in dealing with a State with a history and present-day experience in exten-
ding its influence over much of the public and private spheres whereas in United States,
the economy itself rather than the political system presents enormous amounts of risk that
they must adjust their conception of ethnicity to reduce the dangers associated with eco-
nomic competition. In Japan, however, the Koreans face moral risks of being too closely
associated with a society whose historical discrimination against them requires maintaining
a certain amount of social distance from the very society they find themselves immersed
in. Ethnicity for them, as for the counterparts in Russia and the United States, therefore,
is a means by which they manage the different types of risks associated with residing in
those three countries.

The dissertation itself has four basic components to it. In the Introduction,
Pakhomov presents the various schools of thought regarding ethnicity, and then explains
why he chose to focus not on assimilation nor on particular ethnic organizations but on
key individuals in different categories (business, politics, entertainment, literature, and art),
as advocated by Roger Brubaker and Niklas Luhmann (but with modifications and adapta-
tions). His selection of the Korean diaspora in three countries—Russia, the United States,
and Japan—is based on the dissimilarity of economic and political systems of the three
countries which, he sees as an advantage in that those very differences can illuminate
how many young Koreans in the Primorsky region (Russia), in Los Angeles (United
States), and the Kansai region (Japan) constructed their ethnicity in the 2000s. He also
explains his usage of participant observation, not only to interview many of the young
Koreans in each of the three countries under study but also to collect a wide variety of
written and visual data recorded in Russian, English, Japanese, and Korean languages.

His findings are presented in three parts. In the first part of his dissertation,
Pakhomov explains why the Korean diaspora in Russia interpret their ethnicity as a mean
s for managing the political risks they face in that country. After explaining how the
Korean diaspora adjusted to both the expansion and contraction of state power over their




lives in Russia from the twilight years of the imperial Russian empire to the end of the
Soviet Union (Chapter One), Pakhomov shows how different Russian Koreans as Lybomir
Tyan, Pavel Cho, Victor Tsoi, Gerasim Yugai, to name but a few, constructed their
Koreanness consistent with the new trend of expansion of the State power in the 2000s
(Chapters Two, Three, and Four). In the 2000s, with the de-legitimization of the Soviet
legacy, they expanded the private sphere of Korean ethnicity but made sure to do it in
such a way as to deflect possible political threats from the State’s whose control over the
public sphere increased.

In the second part of his dissertation, Pakhomov presents his explanation for how
Koreans in the United States constructed their ethnicity in a world where the private
sphere was dominant and economic risks considerable. After illustrating how the earliest
Koreans to arrive in the United States experienced first-hand some of the risks of eco-
nomic competition in places like the sugar plantations of Hawaii (Chapter Five),
Pakhomov shows how the concentration of economic resources, particularly in ethnic bank
s, initially paid off for Koreans in Los Angeles (Chapter Six) until the 1980s when they
realized that a diversification and wider distribution of those economic resources,
buttressed until then by a strong Korean ethnic boundary line, was a better way to
manage their economic risks while negotiating their way in the new, multicultural com-
munity of Los Angeles, California (Chapters Seven, Eight). The Korean American mass
media Pakhomov studied in this metropolitan area reflected the monetization of their eth-
nicity, particularly their desire for upward economic mobility and integration within the
mainstream of American society (Chapter Nine), a finding that held true for artists, come
dians, and other Korean American entertainers (Chapters Ten and Eleven).

In the third part of his dissertation, Pakhomov demonstrates how the Koreans in
Japan manage the risks they face living in that society by moralizing their ethnicity.
After showing how Japanese Koreans inherited from Japanese occupiers the idea of mora-
lization their culture, ostensibly to “improve” it and allow it to merge with Japanese
culture prior to World War Il (Chapter Twelve), Pakhomov finds Japanese Korean protest
ers adopting this very approach but reversing the positions of Japanese and Korean
culture, making the former “tainted” and the latter “pure” morally speaking. He finds
their reversal of moral positions particularly evident in the Korean demand for protection
from expulsion out of the Utoro section of Uji, Japan, and their demand for retention of
Korean schools in the Kansai area (Chapter Thirteen) which, in turn, sparked counter
protest movements by the so-called Japanese Right Wing whose counterclaims reflect that
very moralization of Korean ethnicity (Chapter Fourteen). Korean schools, Korean theater
(Chapter Fifteen), and Korean pop culture and films all (Chapter Sixteen), convey how
Japanese Korean ethnicity is moralized in such a way that is not seen in Russia or the
United States. [895 words]
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