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Political Aspects of the Yellow Turban 31 Revolt

——Chielly in Conneciion with the Eunuchs—-

Tsuneko Matsuzaki

Until now the revolt has been regarded as a peasants’ revolt, or else it
has it has been studied in its religious aspects. = The relation between
the revolt and the eunuchs has not yet been investigated, though the
latter played an important part in the political situation of the late Hou
Han ¥ period. In the historical sources, however, there are quite a
few references to the relations between them. Considering the impo-
rtance of the eunuchs in this period we cannot regard those references
as a mere accident. The relations between the revolt and the eunuchs,
owing to the character of the sources, are described from the standpoint
of the latter. On the other hand, however, the description makes it
clear how the Yellow Turban party appealed to the eunuchs and court.
It shows that the Yellow Turban revolt, which has been regarded as a
peasants’ revolt, was a great political movement which included the eu-
nuchs. In this article the author proposes a new conception of.the late
Hou Han vperiod through the analysis of the Yellow Turban revolt,

especially in relation to the eunuchs.

The Fang La 7§ Revolt and the Chi-cai-shi-mo ZZZZ [ Sect

Masaaki Chikusa

It is commonly accepted that the Fang La Revolt at the end of the
Northern Song Ht5% Dynasty was fomented by the Chi-cai-shi-mo or
Manicheans. No contemporary authorities, however, report that Fang
La was a Manichean. On the contrary, his “Yao-shu” kflr (Sorcery)
was influenced rather by Buddhistic methods like those described in the
Chin-ji #%E section of the Bao-zhi FizE and Ye-jing %8 (“Mirror of
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Karma”) It is said that Manicheanism was introduced into Fu-jian TEEE
and Liang-zhe Fi# during the Song period. - It was, no doubt, being
taught in Wen Zhou &/ and Tai Zhou ZEJf around the time of the
revolt. It is therefore possible that people such as Lii Shi-nang &= HAZE
who rose in revolt in Tai Zhou in response to Fang La, were Maniche-
ans. But there is no evidence that the religion had been introduced.
by this time into Mu Zhou ¥/, the center of the revolt.  Moreover,
it was only after the capture of Fang La and the destruction of the
main force of the revolt that a ban was imposed on the practice of:
Chi-cai-shi-mo. The ban was, in fact, imposed as one of the means
for suppressing the remnants of the revolt in the Tai Zhou'' region.
Thus, Fang La himself and the main force of the revolt lead by him
were not Manicheans, though Manicheans seemed to have joined this
revolt in Wen Zhou and Tai Zhou. ’

The Revolt of Liu Lin #75 and Liu Qi #

‘Gensho Nishimura

There were peasant rebellions all over China in the early sixteenth
century. The rebellion of Liu Liu and Liu Qi was one of the greatest
ones. - Because of so-called “Huang hai” 2% (imperial incompetence)
and the arbitrary behavior of local officials which was linked with it,
the whole country fell into a panic, and at last there occurred a large
scale peasant rebellion around the capital where the exploita’tion was
the severest. :

At first, in the 4th year of Zheng De IF# (1509), the rebellion
took the form of banditry, but, in the 6th year (1511), the rising spread
to He-bei {@jt, Shan-dong L3, He-nan A, Shan-xi |Lif, Jiang-su
{T#F, An-hui 2%}, and Hu-bei Wit provinces, then at last it was defeated
in late July of 1512,

In July of 1511, at Cang-zhou {&JH, a program was adopted, which

systematized tactics which had succeeded since the uprising began, and em-
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