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Rivers Zanjan and Abhar.

The Il-khans visited Tabriz and Marigha only on the way to and
from the headquarters. However, they never entered cities and had no
intention to settle down there. Furthermore, all the important state affairs
and ceremonies of the Il-khans were carried out either at the winter- and
summer-quarters or on their way of seasonal migrations.

We may now say that Azerbaijan, where both the headquarters of the
Il-khans and the military fiefs of the Mongol tribes were set up, was the
Qol-un Ulus (the Land of the Middle) of Hulagu Ulus. That is why
Azerbaijan became the Land of Turks in due course of time after the

Mongol domination.

Amir Timir Kiiraigan—The Timurid Genealogy and
Timur’s Position

Eiji Mano

An examination of the problems of the Timurid genealogy on the
basis of the available sources from the Mongol period and from the
hands of Timur’s contemporaries suggests the following conclusions.
First, the genealogy of the Timurid line is probably authentic. However,
what mattered to Timur himself was not this genealogical record but
rather his position—which he won by his abilities—as a son-in-law
(kiirdgan) of the khan’s family and his status as amir or beg.

But for the Timurid princes, descendents of Timur, the situation was
quite different. What they needed was not a veritable account of their
ancestor, who spent much of his existence as a bandit; they wanted

stories full of splendor and glory dealing with their ancestors. Therefore
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the Timurid genealogy, which had never been an issue for Timur himself,
became for his descendents a web of traditions centering around a fictional
Oath; retrieved from the dust, it remains in the sources embellished with

the additions of court historians.



