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Organization and Function of the Li Canal ZZE in the
Capital of Y. an & Prefecture, Kiangsi ;I : 891-1871

Yoshinobu Shiba

This essay is to deal with a multi-purpose canal which was first built
by a T’ang local official in the core area of the Yiian-chou basin in 891,
and thereafter served that locality for the lengthy period of about eleven
centuries. The basic reason why this canal had to be installed should be
ascribed to the increased density of population in that area in the middle
of the T’ang, and also to people’s enthusiasm with having more stabilized
ecological surroundings there. In any case, through combined use of tech-
niques such as dams, sluices, pools, and drainage channels, a canal which
had an overall length of five miles was branched from a nearby river,
and it supplied fresh water to paddy fields (ca. 20, 000 mou) to the west
of the capital and also to the inhabitants of the city (officials and 200
households of citizens). Rice-raising, fire-fighting, general water-supply,
and drainage and transportation in and around the city were thus much
improved. Under the Sung an elaborate organization was formed in order
to keep this canal in good order and to mobilize people for the purpose
of large dredging operations. It was managed by ten gentry members
who were selected from among successful candidates of the prefectural
examinations. Farmers and citizens who benefited directly by this canal
formed their own respective organization. They were expected to shoulder
the responsibility of habitual watch on the canal route and of small repairs
on it by themselves. When extensive repair or dredging was needed,
several thousand laborers per day in the area gathered in crowds to take
day-laborer jobs with their wages paid by the government. It is worth
noticing here that although such dredging work was organized under
official leadership, substantial parts of the operation, i.e., its planning,
procedure, and organization, were enforced almost entirely on the initiative

of gentry members. Later, under the Ch’ing, it became evident all the
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more that all necessary tasks for the maintenance of this canal, including
the raising of funds, were fulfilled by this association of the gentry, mer-

chants and citizens.

The T's’u-se 8% and the Hsi-se ffifs as Categories of
Grain in the Sung R Dynasty

ITkuo Onodera

In the T’ang & and Five Dynasties 7ifX, s# 3£ was designated as
China’s principal grain and other grains were labelled zsa 3. The ratio
of su to tsao-mi ¥&X was approximately ten to six. Furthermore, there
was a difference established between su-gu 32} and su-mi 3EK and this
ratio had for a long time been ten to six. However, in the period from
the Five Dynasties to the early Sung, nonglutinous rice %k and wheat
/N2& began to be called hsi-se and other grains such as sz were designated
as ts'u-se (or tsa-se HfB or chien-se E¥fh); su was placed in a category
which had been called ¢sa in the T’ang. The distinction between £s’z-se
and Asi-se formed the basis for the government’s handling of grains.
Later, in the Southern Sung, this distinction does not seem to possess
the same sort of importance it had in the Northern Sung, but the unified
dynasties of the Yiian & and Ming B§ continued to make use of this
distinction. Also there was a conversion for Zs’u-se and hsi-se which was
enacted on the basis of “ts’ang-shih” A3, and this rate of exchange at
ten to six indicates a continuity since the T’ang. This ten to six exchange
rate was employed in the Yiian and Ming as well, but from the Southern
Sung on the rate appears to be ten to five. In short such was the situation

accompanying the increase in the usage of Asi-se.



