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When considering this in relation with the book’s view on the ruler,
it becomes clear that the author was seeking in such direction the proper
way of life for scholar officials under the Sung absolute monarchy. We

may also infer that it was the way Ou-yang Hsiu himself sought.

Worshipping Groups and their Objects of Worship in the
Sung Rural Communities

Kanai Noriyuki

The Worshipping groups in rural communities and their objects of
worship took a variety of form in the Sung. The most fundamental of
them was the zs’un-she ¥}jil. whose basic unit was the natural village ¢s’un
Kt (or Iz B). This was more than a mere gathering of some interested
people. Every villager, regardless of wealth, was required to join, except
in some cases the extreme poor. )

The Sung zs’'un-she retained strong influence of the past. Its main
object of worship was, continuing on the tradition since the Han # and
T’ang fF, the field deity H#f, and even certain remnants of the ancient
tree worship was seen. The character of the deity, however, showed not
insignificant change. He no longer controlled just the crop, but every aspect
pertaining to the village life. Even so, on matters meaning most to the
peasants e. g., prevention of drought and flood control, the situation was
more like that various deities competed for their influence.

The ts'un-shes of the Ming B were placed under the state sacrifices
to the she fit and chi B deities administered by prefectures F§}f| and
counties B%. The Sung government too seemed to have similar policy designs,
but its efforts were largely unsuccessful. One of the reasons was that the
power of the she chi over such vital matters as drought and flood was
very much doubted by the peasants. The Sung ts’un-she, consequently, could
retain the independant character, which was expressed in a variety of way
its worship took.

Since the sacrifices to the she and chi constituted an important state
function, there must have been great encouragement for them on the

prefectural and county level. For minor officials, however, what meant

_3_._.



more was the traditional belief with the base in localities. Whereas the
state sacrifices were often in name only, the local belief, grown out of the
need in everyday life, enjoyed genuine support. This point becomes even
clearer when considering alongside the existence of the she-ch’uang jit#&

granary throughout the Sung.

T’ang B Military Outposts on the Upperstream of the
Huang-sui 27K River and the Site of Fu-szu ch’eng

Sato Hisashi

The upperstream of the Huang-sui river lies on the northeast of the
Lake Kokonor. During the T’ang dynasty this was a militarily important
area, and several military outposts were established.

The orﬂy source containing comparatively detailed information on the
area has been the Yii-shu hsien-chih kao Ei1E:EFE. This, however,
reportedly consists only of quotations from the Huang-yitan hsien-chih B
JEEE  the search of which has been carried on for some time, but thus
far in vain. Recently, I managed to acquire a book titled Tan-ke-erh ting-
chih JIIEEBEEE, which I believe served as the original text for the Huang-
yuan hsien-chih. By examinig the text and attached maps, I could come
up with a clearer understanding of the area before Huang-yuan county
was established, including the location of T’ang military outposts.

In addition, Fu-szu ch’eng {R{RIR, the last capital of T’u-yii-hun HZA
&, is said to have located 15 /Z B west of the Lake Kokonor. The expe-
dition led by Huang Sheng-chang ¥ and Fang Yung J7 found
ruins on the southern shore of the Cayijiroul river, a tributary of the
Bugayoul river, and determined them as the site of Fu-szu ch’eng. Some
scholars, however, raised doubts since then; subsequently, the question
remains unresolved. In my opinion the doubts come largely from misreading
the related sources, and the site found by Huang and Fang is certainly
that of Fu-szu ch’eng.



