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posals. Treatened by the British expeditionary fleet, the Peking Court had
to relieve him of the imperial commission, and he was deported to Ili £
F2. At that time, he envisioned a protracted struggle in case the Chinese
resistance policy would fail and Chinese coast would be occupied by the
British force, using the interior provinces of Hupeh, Shensi and Szuchwan

as bases.

The Confucian School EXR
and the Confucian Religion {E%k

Jen Chi-yii

The thought of Confucius, which aimed at restoring the Chou slave
society, was a product of anachronism. Confucius himself, however, was
an erudite scholar, historiographer, and educator. His greatest achieve-
ment lied in raising not a few able disciples. Thanks to their number
and influence, his school could become the leading intellectual group of
the Warring States period. The Confucian school was divided among
eight different lines of thought, including the idealistic line of Mencius
and the materialistic line of Hsiin-tzu &jF. They shared, nevertheless,
the same opinion in so far as supporting the feudalistic Tsung-fa 52
system and class structure.

Confucius represented, essentially, the conservative wing of the slave
society. The feudalistic societies of later times, however, honoured him
as a sage. Both the slave and feudalistic society were aristocratic in
nature. Moreover, the Tsung-fa system since the Western Chou con-
tinued to form the basis of feudalistic society. With some alterations,
therefore, Confucius’s thought could still be applied to the feudalistic
society. The Confucian religion came about in such way.

The alteration on Confucius and his thought had been done two times
in history, The first was during the Western Han. Carried out by Tung
Chung-shu FE/{$47 with the aim of founding a religion suitable for the
purpose of Han ruling class, it enjoyed the full support of Emperor Wu-ti
#%. The second, during the Sung, developed eventually into the Li-
hsiteh B of Sung and Ming. This one was with grave implication,
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justifying even the homicide in the name of 7, for example. The Han
was . when the feudalistic society was on the rise in China; the first
alteration accordingly could function to the positive end. After the Sung
and Ming, however, it headed towards disintegration ; the second alteration,
thus, exerted only the negative influence.

The Confucian school and the Confucian religion must always be
strictly distinguished. In fact, it was through the death of the former
that the latter came about. While the Confucian religion, which had
posed’the greatest obstacle to modernising China, should be criticised, it

is_not right to say that the Confucian school too deserves to be criticised.



