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The Handwoven Cloth Industry in the
Tarim Basin before the A.D. Eighth Century

Yamamoto Mitsuo

The Tarim Basin before the A. D. eighth century is said to have
enjoyed a great prosperity. Until now, this prosperity has largely been
attributed to the region’s role as a middleman for Chinese products in
the East-West trade, particularly the silk. No doubt, the China trade
occupied an important place in the economic life of the region; putting
too much emphasis on it, however, will inevitably lead us to neglect
other industries. In this essay I looked into, among those other indu-
stries, the handwoven cloth industry, which still is a major industry of
the region. As a result, I have found out that it was as much responsible
for the region’s prosperity before the A. D. eighth century as the China
trade.

The Structure of the Shih-chi %552 and the
Theory of Five Virtues

Ueda Sanae

The Shih-chi is written from the viewpoint of the circular theory
of history {ETR® #H, which reflects the system of cognition that the crea-
tion and destruction repeat each other eternally, shared commonly by the
people of antiquity.

According to the Shih-chi, history began with the Yellow Emperor
¥ and then developed into a succession of dynasties, each of which
enjoyed the protection of one of the five elements. The fall of a dynasty
is due to either cataclysm or tyranny, a notion also common in the folk
legends of the time. With the tyranny of the First Emperor of Ch’in
ZIRE, the greatest catastrophe befell and destroyed the civilization con-
tinued since the Yellow Emperor. Soon, however, from the chaos emerged
Liu Pang 21#8, who by slaying a serpent realized the cosmos and brought
new life to China.



