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people, including some cases where they formed societies which were
politically active. They were also the forerunners of the gangster groups
and secret societies which became prominent after the Sung 5% period.

In the bonds of sworn brotherhood (as in the case of the artificial
father-son relationship), the ‘family” relationships were extended to
include all relatives of the persons concerned.

The bonds are illustrative, in a concrete way, of the popular society
which formed as the exclusive character of the aristocratic society broke

down.

A PARAGRAPH ON THE TRANSPORT OF OFFICIAL
GRAIN IN THE MING PERIOD
The Problems of Channel Maintenance in the Area
around Ch’a-ch’eng (ZE3f)

TANI Mitsutaka

The transport of official grain (¢s’ao-yiin {#3E) during the Ming B
period, especially during its latter half used a stretch of the Yellow River
between Hsii-chou #&Jlf and Huai-an #%. Although this had advantages,
it also had one major weakness. The main channel of the Yellow River
in the eighth year of the Hung-chih BL{4 period (1495) reached down
to Hsiao-fu-ch’iao /N&E#E on the northeastern corner of Hsii-chou city,
where it was joined by the Ssti River {ll7K (or the Cha-ts’ao fif]7%). However,
in the last years of the Chia-ching Z# period (1522-1566) it only reached
Ch’a-ch’eng Z53, thirty /Z north of the city, and after the Lung-ch’ing [
(1567-1572) period this area became the confluence of the Yellow River
and the Cha-ts’ao. But every summer and autumn the increases in the
amount of the reverse flows resulted in intense silting of the junction,
which became a great obstacle for the passage of the transport ships.

In order to prevent this, new channels were dug in the neighbourhood
of Ch’a-ch’eng, separated from the old river. So, new artificial tributaries
were dug during the Wan-li B period (1573-1620). They were: T’a-
shan #[l, dug by Shu Ying-lung 47fE#E in the early years; and Yang-
shan 2L, dug by Ch’en Ying [§B: in the eleventh year (1583), which
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resulted in the founding of the Chen-k’ou 481 watergate at its mouth in
the sixteenth year of this period (1588) by Ch’ang Chii-ching IR,
But the silting up of the Yellow River at the Chen-k’ou watergate, as
before, could not be prevented, and it was not until the Chia River JmK
was dug in Wan-li 32 (1604) that grain transport no longer met with
these difficulties.

Furthermore, one has to note that ships passing Hsii-chou were rest-
ricted by the established custom known as the “kuo-hung ju-cha 3BEA M
limit. “Kuo-hung” (passing the high waters) meant to pass the Hsi-
chou-hung #%:Mg, and “ju-cha” (entering the Cha) meant to enter the
Cha-ts’ao. In the sixth year of the Lung-ch’ing period (1572) the last
day of the third month was designated a time limit, and its importance
lay in the fact that the transport boats were hard pressed to reach this

point before the waters of the Yellow River swelled up.

LANDTAX, RENT AND THE LOCAL MAGISTRATES
The Example of Early Modern Chiang-nan (GIEg)

TAKAHASHI Kosuke

The district magistrate (chih-hsien 418%) was a so-called “magistrate
to herd the people” (mu-min-kuan WE), an official “in charge of the
seal” (cheng-yin-kuan IEHI'E) of the rank 7A IE-L %, a title which was
created at the very end of the period of absolute control by the Ch’ing 1.
In this article the local government by the magistrates in Chiang-nan
{LE during the early modern period is investigated.

Chiang-nan was a region where the landlordsystem—the landlord-
tenant-relationship—was clearly developed. The so-called “wan-tien kang-
tsu FE{AHIA 7 phenomenon, i. e. the * stubborn tenants who refused to pay
the rent” became more and more prevalent. The landlords attempted to
collect rents and arrears employing the power of the magistrates. The view
was taken that magistrates would protect the interests of the landlords
in this way, since both in reality and principle, the collection of land tax
was dependent on the payment of rent. This two-tier system was described

in the following way: “the tax comes from rent, and the rent comes from
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