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the economic forces of the ruler, and (iii) the military reorganization of

society, were the same politicians-philosophers who were later called the
“legalists 7 (fa-chia BEF).

THE SWORN BONDS OF MUTUAL ALLEGIANCE FROM
THE PERIOD OF THE NORTHERN DYNASTIES TO
THE PERIOD OF THE FIVE DYNASTIES

TANIGAWA Michio

Under which personal bonds did the people of China live in the
transition period while the process of dissolution of the aristocratic system
was taking place? The artificial father-son bond which often appears in
the periods of the Sui J5, T’ang J& and the Five Dynasties (Wu-tai 7))
is one clue which throws light on this problem, but one should also con-
sider the sworn bonds of mutual brotherhood (Z-Asiung-ti ZW.58), another
type of artificial family bond. This article gives some examples of sworn
brotherhood bonds during the period from the Northern Dynasties (Pei-
ch’ao JtER) to the Five Dynasties, and examines their historical meaning.

These examples can be classified on the basis of the underlying motives
for the creation of the bonds, roughly into the following three groups:
(i) those concluded between representatives of the state and of the pre-
vailing political power to cement political alliances with each other, (ii)
those concluded with the aim of gaining the social reputation or political
influence which the other possessed, and (iii) those concluded on the basis
of sentiments of solidarity, mainly depending on personal character ; stem-
ming from obligation, respect or friendship.

These bonds of brotherhood are all phenomena which appeared as
the aristocratic society that held blood relationships in esteem collapsed.
Firstly, bonds of type (i) were concluded between the military powers
which were formed within the country, and the unified nomadic states etc.
which appeared outside the frontiers. Bonds of group (ii) are phenomena
of a time during which the aristocratic class could no longer monopolize
political power but still possessed social reputation. Finally, bonds of type
(iii) were concluded particularly between military figures and ordinary
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people, including some cases where they formed societies which were
politically active. They were also the forerunners of the gangster groups
and secret societies which became prominent after the Sung 5% period.

In the bonds of sworn brotherhood (as in the case of the artificial
father-son relationship), the ‘family” relationships were extended to
include all relatives of the persons concerned.

The bonds are illustrative, in a concrete way, of the popular society
which formed as the exclusive character of the aristocratic society broke

down.

A PARAGRAPH ON THE TRANSPORT OF OFFICIAL
GRAIN IN THE MING PERIOD
The Problems of Channel Maintenance in the Area
around Ch’a-ch’eng (ZE3f)

TANI Mitsutaka

The transport of official grain (¢s’ao-yiin {#3E) during the Ming B
period, especially during its latter half used a stretch of the Yellow River
between Hsii-chou #&Jlf and Huai-an #%. Although this had advantages,
it also had one major weakness. The main channel of the Yellow River
in the eighth year of the Hung-chih BL{4 period (1495) reached down
to Hsiao-fu-ch’iao /N&E#E on the northeastern corner of Hsii-chou city,
where it was joined by the Ssti River {ll7K (or the Cha-ts’ao fif]7%). However,
in the last years of the Chia-ching Z# period (1522-1566) it only reached
Ch’a-ch’eng Z53, thirty /Z north of the city, and after the Lung-ch’ing [
(1567-1572) period this area became the confluence of the Yellow River
and the Cha-ts’ao. But every summer and autumn the increases in the
amount of the reverse flows resulted in intense silting of the junction,
which became a great obstacle for the passage of the transport ships.

In order to prevent this, new channels were dug in the neighbourhood
of Ch’a-ch’eng, separated from the old river. So, new artificial tributaries
were dug during the Wan-li B period (1573-1620). They were: T’a-
shan #[l, dug by Shu Ying-lung 47fE#E in the early years; and Yang-
shan 2L, dug by Ch’en Ying [§B: in the eleventh year (1583), which
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