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to amir Kitbugha’. This memorandum has been handed down in total in
the annals of Ibn al-Furat (d. 1405), and furthermore in part in a
wanting form in the encyclopedia (subh) of Qalgashandi (d. 1418). This
paper tries to make clear the factual situation of Egyptian society under
the Mamluk regime by first translating the complete text of the memo-
randum and subsequently annotating in as much detail as possible every
paragraph.

In total 28 paragraphs are provided for, starting with problems of
law and justice, the public peace and customs in Cairo and Fustat, the
digging of canals and the founding of irrigation dikes (Jjisr), water
maintenance policies such as repairance, the duties of regional governor-
generals (walzr), the protection and control of commercial activities,
problems of the mugta‘ and their representatives wakil, policies against
the Arab nomads (‘Urban) etc.,, thus many problems connected with
state and society are dealt with.

Of course, one cannot presume that the provisions written in the
memorandum have all been implemented, as it was only pointing out the
policy bases. But it is also true that in the provisions the reality of
Egypt during the early Mamluk Dynasty is reflected in various ways.
For instance, the walz did not only control and preserve the irrigation
system, but he also wrote certificates (h#jja) on the acquisitions of the
mugta‘, and had the duty of putting these in the custody of the dmwan.
Further, there was a distinction among the mugta‘ between the al-mugta
al-asli and the muqta‘ al-jiha, whereby the latter was given land or in
other cases the income of taxes. These are both facts which were not

known previously in the study of the igta‘ system.

ONE PROBLEM OF THE APPOINTMENT SYSTEM OF
OFFICIALS (CHUAN-HSUAN) #2: IN THE SUNG R DYNASTY
—About the system of ‘guarantor-recommendations’

UMEHARA Kaoru

The bureaucratic system of the Sung Dynasty seems at first glance
-extremely complicated, but one can say that it reached the highest level

_4_



possible for the contemporary society, by fully incorporating and adjusting
itself on various levels to the results of the great social changes since
the middle T‘ang J# period, while basing itself on the ‘three department-
six board’ (san-sheng liu-pu =2447<3%) system which was perfected during
the T‘ang.

This paper takes up, out of the appointment system of officials which
was an important pillar in this bureaucratic system, the question of
‘recommendation-election’ (chien-chii JE#2, recommendation with guaran-
tors), which was necessary for an appointment, explains its organizational
content, and tells about its changes in time.

In the appointment of officials there was a division between civil
officials (wen-kuan z'E) and military officials (wu-kuan F'E), and each
group was further divided into a higher and a lower class. The guarantor-
system was especially considered necessary when lower civil officials
ascended in rank and function. For instance, when lower civil officials,
who were collectively called hsiéan-jen GEA), ascended to the middle
rank collectively known as ching-kuan (Fi'E), then the guarantece of five
central higher officials or regional governors was a necessary condition.
Consequently, to each of the central higher officials there was given yearly
a certain number of lower offcials for whose promotion they should serve
as a guarantor. Due to such a guarantor-relationship the factions and
power groups became strengthened.

This paper treats in the first chapter the ‘guarantor-recommendations’
of ching-kuan and ch‘ao-kuan (FFEE), in the second chapter those of the
hsiian-jen, and in the third one those of the military officials. In the
early Sung this system was still rather simple and not always adjusted,
but it was almost brought to perfection during the first half of the
eleventh century, during the reign of the fourth Jen-tsung {Z5% emperor,
and in the Southern Sung period extremely detailed laws and regulations

were enforced.



