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THE PROBLEM OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN
THE SANGHA OR BUDDHIST COMMUNITY
AND THE HEAD OF THE STATE
IN THE TANG FE DYNASTY

TONAMI Mamoru

The dispute over whether Buddhist monks should render homage to their
parents and to the throne, epitomized the antagonistic relationship between
the Buddhist community and the secular state during the process of absorp-
tion of Buddhism in China. This paper tried to trace down how this problem
changed in the Tang times.

Initially, in 631 Taizong K5% ordered that monks should pay homage
to their parents but after 2 years the order was rescinded. Subsequently,
Gaozong %% proclaimed in 657 an edict which forbade monks to receive
homage from their parents and seniors. In 662 Gaozong ordered the court
to discuss whether monks should pay homage to the throne and their parents.
As a result of the fierce protests by the monks under the leadership of
Daoxuan 8% and Weixiu B(7, a compromise solution whereby monks
should pay homage only to their parents but not to the throne was proclaimed.
The monks however continued their opposition, and the state was quickly
obliged to rescind this edict also.

Xuanzong %57 assisted by Yao Chong #k&2, enforced discipline in the
political world, and carried out a policy of repression against the Buddhist
community. As part of this repression Xuanzong issued in 714 the third
Tang edict proclaiming that monks should render homage to their parents,
and this was followed in the 10th month of 733 by a proclamation that
monks should pay homage not only to their parents, but also to the throne.
Therefore, under the reign of Xuanzong the Buddhist community submitted
temporarily to the secular forces. However, with the Rebellion of An Lu-
shan ZjkIll, the coercion of the monks to pay homage to the throne was
withdrawn in the 9th month of 761 by Suzong 52, after 28 years. This
situation in which the monks were not requested to pay homage to the

throne continued from the Later Tang right through the Song %% and Jin 4
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Dynasties. When the Ming 8 was founded, and China thereby entered a phase
of absolute monarchy, monks were completely subordinated to the secular

powers, and there were no changes during the Qing ¥ Dynasty.

FEUDAL DEPENDENTS CALLED KE % AND BUQU #gh IN THE
WEI %, JIN Z, SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN DYNASTIES fgit#

TANG Chang-ru

This is a translation into Japanese from the first half of the Chinese
text written by Prof. Tang Chang-ru of Wuhan B University who pre-
sented briefly its contents and those of the second part on March 11, 1981
at the Research Institute for Humanistic Studies of Kyoto University.

The author states at first that in the period of the Three Kingdoms a
great many bankrupt peasants had been drawn under the control of the
landlords (haogiang Z3%) as their dependents called ke & or dianke {7,
and that such a social situation persisted and developed further in South
China until the end of the Southern Dynasties, as well as in North China
until at least 485 A. D. On the other hand, the government of the Jin
dynasty specified by legislation the number of dependents the landlords
could have, and it made an effort to bring them back under its direct
control. The result was not very succesful, but we should pay attention
to the fact that the succeeding dynasties never stopped enforcing the law.
In 485, the government of the Northern Wei Jt.3% Dynasty established two sys-
tems of law called the Sanzhangzhi =&4| and the Juntianzhi ¥HHEE,
which enabled it to get back a great many tenants under its control and to
levy taxes on them in exchange for giving them a fixed field. It is
difficult, indeed, to find the existence of ke in the historical materials at that
time, but if we call to mind the fact that the Juntianzhi allowed the land-
lords to have some fields under the name of their slaves, it would seem
certain that the slaves were mixed in reality with the tenants called at that
time tongli {i%k. The meaning of tongli is equal to puli % who were
allowed to receive their fields by the law established at the beginning of the
Sui [ period. The title of puli contained surely the buqu, the lowly
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