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AN INTRODUCTORY STUDY OF SANG HONG-YANG’S
#£3,3% PROGRAM OF “EQUALIZATION
THROUGH TRANSPORTATION”

KAGEYAMA Tsuyoshi

‘“Equalization through transportation” can be conceived as the govern-
ment’s commerce. It is commonly explained as the system by which the
government, instead of collecting general taxes, collected an excise tax
levied on local produce that it would transport and sell for its own profit
in other places. There are problems however in this traditional explanation
that result from confusing “equalization through transportation” with the
“balanced standard.”

First, conclusion reached through an investigation of the records of the
“Salt and Iron Debates,” and the text of the ‘“balanced standard” in the
Shiji 5130, makes the following point. With the administration of “equali-
zation through transportation,” large quantities of silk were accumulated in
the central government. This happened once the government regulated its
holdings of tributary goods and sought for payment in useful goods essential
to its economic administration from each locale of the country. This
however is only part of the outcome of the administration of *'equalization
through transportation.”

From comprehensive investigation of the advocations of Sang Hong-
yang in the “Salt and Iron Debates,” as well as the mathematical problems
concerning “equalization through transportation” in the Jiuzhang Suan-
shu JLEE4, it is clear that the most important principle of “equalization
through transportation” was the following point. In the transportation to
the capital and to the local bases of campaigns of grains and other goods
deemed essential by the government, marked inequalities occurred between
the places whose responsibility it was to transport the goods because the
distances to and from each locale differed. “Equalization through trans-
portation” was an attempt to adjust fairly the responsibilities held by each
locale by proportioning the amount of taxable grain each owed to the govern-

ment.



The measure became essential during Wudi’s X7 time because great
campaigns and water control projects were undertaken and the necessity
for transporting great amounts of grain to the capital and to local places
arose. This became difficult for the existent system of transportation to
support. Transportation had become a factor in the crisis of the system of

public finance.

CONCERNING THE DEVELOPMENT OF COASTAL
LAND DURING THE SONG 3R
AND YUAN 35t PERIODS

HONDA Osamu

During the Song and Yuan periods, the drainage and reclamation of
wet, low-lying coastal lands were widely undertaken in seaboard regions
extending from Hangzhou 4 Bay to Guangzhou fEJl|l. These new coastal
fields, named variously in different places either haitutian ¥g¥H, haitian
¥GH, or chaotian ¥iH, all similarly possessed dikes, ditches equipped with
sluices, and water pools.

In general, the provisions for irrigation of these new coastal fields,
limited to rainfall and the water remaining in the old fields, were un-
satisfactory. The situation was particularly bad at the start of their deve-
lopment. In such regions, however, where every kind of improvement in
irrigational construction had been put into effect in newly developed lands
since early times, as the irrigation system improved in the highland fields,
it also improved in the coastal fields. At the same time, new developments
continued at the frontier of those coastal fields.

In the new coastal fields, where irrigational conditions were thus
inferior, Zhancheng 5} varieties of rice were more often cultivated than
nonglutinous, late-ripening rice. The Zhancheng varieties have the advan-
tages of being able to tolerate drought and alkaline conditions, as well as
being early-ripening. Moreover, in regions south of Fuzhou fEJl| at that
time, in addition to cultivation of double-crop, wet rice, planters also used
both early- and late-ripening Zhancheng varieties of rice. Frequently,

these varieties were used in the new coastal fields. Double-crop cultivation

._2._



