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items of income included all tax payments made in cash, such as zhebo-
qian TR and jingzongzhigian {R{E4IEE, as well as proceeds from the
monopoly of tea and salt. The supervisor in charge of the finance
watched over the circulation of the hAwizi and added adjustments to the
pinda rates of both income and expenditures.

Up until the ninth year of the Qiandao period (1173), the govern-
ment roughly built up this system of income and expenditures. Thus,
the huizi enlarged its range of circulation, centering itself around the
zxingzai and the areas stationing large troops, and secondarily extending

into the surrounding regions.

THE VIZIRATE DURING THE LATTER HALF
OF THE FATIMID DYNASTY IN EGYPT

UHARA Takashi

This essay investigates the actual conditions of the vizirate during
the latter half of the Fatimid dynasty and systematically comprehends its
character in an attempt to consider its historical significance.

When one traces the transition of the latter vizirate, the following
points are confirmed: first, that all the viziers had come from the military
class; secondly, that in most cases they had had direct or indirect recourse
to military force in establishing their accession; and thirdly, that the
entire climate of the political process during the latter period mostly
evolved around the vizier.

Speaking from an institutional perspective, the vizier controlled the
highest authorities of the army, the administrative organization and the
organization for religious affairs. The vizier was the actual controller
of the state. Their supreme position is also verifiable from other aspects,
including their exceptional remuneration, supervision of the mazalim,
high status in ritual ceremonies, hereditary political position, and title
of malik.

The latter viziers who possessed such a great jurisdiction, occupying

such a supreme position, threatened the supreme spiritual authority of

_5_



the caliph. So the rule of the Fatimid dynasty based on the ideology
of Isma‘iliyya became nominal by degrees. .
At the same time, however, there was also a limit to their power;
namely, their having established their economic base in a deteriorating
traditional system of tax collection. For this reason, the control of the
Fatimids was not yet completely overturned and was able to continue
to exist, despite the viziers having seized actual political power until
Salah al-Din had put the military iqta‘ system into effect to the extent

of establishing a new state organization.




