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THE AGRICULTURAL IRRIGATION IN THE LATE
YI DYNASTY Z#i: THE SYSTEM OF THE
IRRIGATIONAL PONDS i2ig

MIYAJIMA Hiroshi

Based upon historical information available in local records, this essay
will explore the conditions of agricultural irrigation maintained during the
late Yi dynasty in its southern three provinces, while focusing upon the
system of irrigational ponds. My conclusions are limited to the following
points :

1. During the late Yi dynasty, especially during the reigns of Kings
Yeong cho j and Cheong cho IEjH, the irrigational ponds in the
Kyeongsang province B¥fiiE were steadily increased. Their state of
development in the Cheolla province %% and the Ch’ungch’eong
province fE{E3E during this period is still unclear.

2. The places where additions were made on the irrigational ponds
in the Kyeongsang province during the late period were concentrated in
a fixed area. It is highly probable that the irrigational ponds in the open
fields in the Cheolla province were constructed during the late period.

3. The state played a large role in the development of the irrigational
ponds.

4. Consequently, after the mid-19th century when the united power
of the state had begun to decline, the irrigational ponds of all provinces
were increasingly abandoned.

5. The regular development of the downstream regions of the great
rivers, including the Nakdong ¥ H{L and Keum $8{L, did not proceed
until the beginning of the 20th century. During the Yi dynasty, these

regions remained only as undeveloped areas of paddy field agriculture.



