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THE SYSTEM OF HEREDITARY OFFICIALS IN THE
TIANMING X#& ERA

MATSUURA Shigeru

The so-called system of shizhi 7 is a system of hereditary officials
peculiar to the Qing dynasty. It originated in the 5th year of Tianming
(AD 1630) with the establishment through Nurhaci (Emperor Taizu X
7B) of the following military ranks : zongbingguan EEE, fujiang El
¥, canjiang B, youji B, as well as beiyu f§#E. First Nurhaci had
given such appointment to ambasa and niru-i-ejete, his influential
vassalls, whom he had ordered to live in the capital. They were granted
exemption from grain tax as well as immunity of punishment because of
their particularly meritorious service and excellent faculties. They were
also permitted to hand down their special priviledges to their sons and
grandsons. Thus their position was mainly based on merit, however,
should one of them commit a serious blunder, position and priviledges
were easily withdrawn.

This organization of military officials has frequently been confused
with the “eight banner system” \fE4(E, but in fact these are two
coexisting independent forms of organization. After the Tianming era,
the systemof hereditary officials (shizhi) has been given different names
time and again. In the lst year of Qianlong ¥:[& (1736), it was finally
called the Five Ranks of Nobility %%} of ancient Chinese tradition.

THE MONGOLS UNDER THE ILKHANATE
SuiMo Hirotoshi

In the middle of the 13th century, many tribal armies left over from
the conquering activities of Chinkkiz Khan’z grandson Hiilagid as well as
troops from the Western outposts of the Mongolian empire took over the

conquered territory—with Iran as its center—as it was and, for a variety



of reasons, established the Ilkhanate. These units which stood in no
close direct relation with the ruling family of Hiilagd engaged in constant
fighting related to the succession of the position of the Khan. In 1295,
Hialag@’s great-grandson Ghazan used his fief Khurasan as a base and
invaded Adherbaijan. Taking the position of Khan, he thoroughly eli-
minated all segregating troops and in a sweeping reform instituted a new
structure of power with amirs raised from infancy as its mainstay. Thus
the Ilkhanate was transferred from a conquering into a centrally organized
state.

After the death of Ghazan Khan, the clans of his half-brother Uljaita
Khan became very influential. Then after the death of Abd Sa‘id Khan
the lineage of Hilagid’s family ceased, and with this the Ilkhanate lost
its unifying center of power and fell apart. From the ensuing fights of
the various tribes the Jalair clan emerged as the ruling family of Adher-
baijan. They continued the various centralizing reforms initiated by
Ghazan Khan, which then came to flourish fully.



