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A STUDY ON THE CHAI-YAO #i& IN SHANXI PROVINCE
DURING THE LATE QING PERIOD

KATAOKA Kazutada

Through the area around the confluence of the Yellow River and
the Wei River runs the main road connecting Beijing with the provinces
to the northwest and southwest and the relay stations there were incessantly
made use of. In order to cover the insufficiencies of the funds allotted
to the relay stations, Corvée (chai-yao 2%%) was imposed on the populace.
Chai-yao changed from being actual labour service in the beginning of
the Qing to being a money payment based on size of land holdings from
the end of the Qianlong %% era, and the area of application was enlarged
from chai-yao performed for the military £2£ to chai-yao performed for
officials generally ¥z and local official duties. Chai-yao was, in the
context of their relatively unflexible financial situation, one of the imposts
over which commanderies and counties had a high degree of discretionary
powers, where the central and provincial authorities interferred little and
the yamen and village clerks were able to “squeeze” the funds conside-
rably. Through the office of head of the chai-yao bureau the participation
of the gentry was made possible. The provincial authorities put on the
brakes to the limitless expansion of the chai-yao demanded. The enact-
ment of chai-yao regulations on provincial scale and the enforcement of
reductions in the amount of chai-yao tax demanded meant that chai-yao
was placed under the supervision of the provincial authorities. When the
Qing court in 1900 assigned contributions to pay the reparations after the
Boxer Incident, the provincial authorities responded by demanding the

payment of chai-yao tax in silver, thus in effect raising the tax.



