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and Shrine to the Two teachers of Lu & were taken over by Buddhist

followers, and they lost their function as centers of Dongping learning.

THE TREND OF PEASANTRY-DIFFERENTIATION IN THE
GRAIN-CULTIVATION REGION OF NORTH CHINA
IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY

YosHIDA Koichi

Most of the studies of differentiation of peasantry in the villages of
North China in the first half of the 20th century have, to date, been
done within a framework of productive relations in semi-colonized, semi-
feudalistic mode of economic development. However, viewed in light of
the revival of small-scale production in China today, two questions are
of particular relevance in village studies: 1. to clarify the direction of
historical development of agricultural productive power in North China
and 2. to link this development with the trend toward the differentiation
within the village.

This study examines four villages from the grain-cultivating region
and correlates the extent to which the differentiation had occurred with
the development of agricultural productive power. In the more backward
villages, both agrarian and labor production largely continued, as before,
to be conducted on a large scale, but, in the more advanced villages,
small-scale agrarian production came to predominate. In North China,
there was a trend where the dismantling of large-scale production accom-
panied the development of agricultural productive power. This trend is
reflected by the fact that, in the more advanced villages, small-scale
production increased and became the basis for productive power. Accor-

dingly, the shrinking scale of production can no longer be unconditionally
held responsible for the collapse of the village.



