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concerning local defense articulated by the Chongzhen emperor. These
were: Repair, Readiness, Training and Provision (xiu, bei, lien, zhu &,

fi, %, ), namely: a) repair walls and moats, b) build up ramparts,
¢) train local militia, and d) store up provisions. An essential element
of the policy was to stimulate economic assistance from the gentry and to
develop local leadership. As a plan to combat local rebellion, it attemp-
ted to realize the Chongzhen emperor’s policy by utilizing the strength
of the local gentry. However, the Chongzhen emperor himself did not
completely trust the idea of gentry leadership, and wanted to see them
only in the role of providers of economic assistance. In contrast, it is
generally thought now that the scholars of the Donglin ##k faction
regarded even economic assistance from the gentry to be a problem.
Because of these developments and others, Yang Sichang’s local defense

policies were not successful.

RENT REVOLT AND GRAIN TRANSPORT OBSTRUCTION,
as seen in Fujian during the late Ming and early Qing

MIKI Satoshi

This article examines the characteristics of rent revolts (the refusal
of tenant farmers to deliver their crop rents to landlords) in the light of
the relationship between two issues: 1) the question of commercial pro-
duction by tenant farmers, and 2) the question of production and circu-
lation of rice in Fujian.

From the end of the Ming, commercial production by tenant farmers
began actively to develop, especially with the introduction of commercial
crops like sugarcane and tobacco. But at the same time, the farmers
could not produce enough grain for their own consumption and for their

farm rents, and they inevitably became more and more dependant on

commerce and high interest borrowing. At that time in Fujian rural

society, the relationship between landlords and tenants was weakening
considerably on the one hand, while a close economic relationship was

developing between tenant farmers and commercial capital on the other.

_2_



Meanwhile, the unusual local conditions in Fujian and the development
of cash cropping brought about a state of constant grain shortages. But
for Fujian rural society, with its developing commercial production, the
problem of grain was not so much its rising price but rather its actual
shortage. That is to say, for the tenant farmers, keeping rice in the local
area became an urgent problem. Thus we can properly say that the
resistance of tenant farmers to paying rents to landlords was an aspect
of the struggle to prevent rice from leaving the local area (i e. grain

transport obstruction).

THE APPRECIATION OF COPPER CASH IN THE
QIANLUNG #[ ERA

KURODA Akinobu

In the Qianlung era, the Qing government minted a great quantity
of copper cash which had not been done before. What made the govern-
ment do so?

The monetary system under the Qing dynasty was on a parallel
standard. There was no fixed ratio between silver and copper cash.
Although copper cash formed a large part of the circulating medium
for retail, generally most of the cash that was coined did not return to
the Mint, but stagnated in the local markets.. In the first half of the
Qing period, the rate of exchange for copper cash against silver kept
rising. Relative insufficiency of cash caused all kinds of *“small cash”,
namely illegal cash, to be accepted. The government intended to use
good money, legal cash, to drive out bad money, small cash, and therefore
established local Mints to spread legal cash over the empire.

Since minting needed vast copper supplies, the government had to
control the production and circulation of copper. This brought out a
strange phenomenon: the intrinsic value of a piece of legal cash was
greater than its face value. Naturally some people melted down legal

cash. Nevertheless, the government continued to mint, so that apparently

— 3 —



