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YANG SICHANG’S #f 2 PLAN FOR LOCAL DEFENSE
AT THE END OF MING

YOSHIO Hiroshi

In the Ming dynasty, from Chongzhen £ 10 to 12 (1637-1639), Li
Zicheng’s ZH X rebellion was entering a period of weakness and division,
while on the other hand, local rebellions linked to him, the “Kuang bandits”
JER, and others were gaining in strength. Moreover, the wave of rebellion
did not stop at such areas of North China as Honan, but spread through
Hubei and Hunan into Central and Southern China. The central govern-
ment official Yang Sichang #f& (Grand Secretary of the East Hall,
Minister of War) responded to the bandits with the “Ten sided net”
encirclement campaign and the policy of “extermination and provision”,
and developed a program of local defense systems that was to stop the
spread of the uprisings.

First, in Honan, he devised 4 articles for the organization of local
militia with the aim of acquiring talented men as commanders. Next, in
Hunan and Hubei, he planned six articles that among other things were
to: 1) develop a fighting core made up of “extra males” (yuding 8:7T)
using the “encampment tax” (jue 7 tunzu BEHLH) to fund their training,
2) repair walls and dykes by appropriating the “silver for maintaining post
stations” (yi-cai-yin EE#R) (or else by using “‘contributions” from local
gentry), and 3) set up stores of “relief grain” for the poor by means of
“subscriptions” (juan shu #8i#) from the gentry. Then, for the provinces
of the south (Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi, Guangdong and Fujian), he further
devised 8 articles that 1) established a surtax based on the land tax and
the “commercial tax” (shang shui %#t) that was to supplement funds for
city wall repairs (presumably with the cooperation of the gentry), 2)
maintained order through a bao-jia £ system under gentry leadership,
and 3) organized local troops made up of servants of the gentry and
inhabitants that received yamen runners’ “‘public rations” T .

These items taken together were designed to carry out the 4 policies
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concerning local defense articulated by the Chongzhen emperor. These
were: Repair, Readiness, Training and Provision (xiu, bei, lien, zhu &,

fi, %, ), namely: a) repair walls and moats, b) build up ramparts,
¢) train local militia, and d) store up provisions. An essential element
of the policy was to stimulate economic assistance from the gentry and to
develop local leadership. As a plan to combat local rebellion, it attemp-
ted to realize the Chongzhen emperor’s policy by utilizing the strength
of the local gentry. However, the Chongzhen emperor himself did not
completely trust the idea of gentry leadership, and wanted to see them
only in the role of providers of economic assistance. In contrast, it is
generally thought now that the scholars of the Donglin ##k faction
regarded even economic assistance from the gentry to be a problem.
Because of these developments and others, Yang Sichang’s local defense

policies were not successful.

RENT REVOLT AND GRAIN TRANSPORT OBSTRUCTION,
as seen in Fujian during the late Ming and early Qing

MIKI Satoshi

This article examines the characteristics of rent revolts (the refusal
of tenant farmers to deliver their crop rents to landlords) in the light of
the relationship between two issues: 1) the question of commercial pro-
duction by tenant farmers, and 2) the question of production and circu-
lation of rice in Fujian.

From the end of the Ming, commercial production by tenant farmers
began actively to develop, especially with the introduction of commercial
crops like sugarcane and tobacco. But at the same time, the farmers
could not produce enough grain for their own consumption and for their

farm rents, and they inevitably became more and more dependant on

commerce and high interest borrowing. At that time in Fujian rural

society, the relationship between landlords and tenants was weakening
considerably on the one hand, while a close economic relationship was

developing between tenant farmers and commercial capital on the other.
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