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it to the environs, and to fix one’s attention on the migration of the ducal

households with regard to all the city-states in question.

CONCERNING THE EXAMINATION REFORMS OF
WANG AN-SHI

KONDO Kazunari

The reform of the examination system that Wang An-shi carried out
in the 2nd month of Xining FB%E 4 (1071) consisted mainly of :

1. The abolishment of Poetry Exposition (shi-fu 3%iR), Memorization
of Classics (tie-jing 15#8) and Elucidation of Classical Passages (7mo-yi
B3 and the adoption of Meaning of Classics (jing-yi #£2%) and Policy
Questions (lun, ce 3, ).

2. The abolishment of the Understanding of the Classics (mingjing
BE#R) and the Various Fields Exam (zhuke 3§%l), and the establishment
of the Examination for the New Degree in Law (xinke mingfake &ifh
BIEERD.

3. The policy of special treatment towards the five northern circuits.

The purpose of the reform was to promote talented men who would
be capable of practical application of government, rather than to promote
men of letters. In particular, there was an urgent need to select the
necessary competent officials to advance Wang An-shi’s New Laws.

The third point was devised as a relief measure for the northern
circuits, which had large numbers of candidates for the Various Fields
Exam.

As a result, the reform itself proceeded smoothly. With the exception
of a small group of opponents like Su Shi %R, the reforms were
supported by the majority of literati of both the old and new factions.

However, when an attempt was made to carry out the new system,
candidates simply memorized Wang An-shi's A New Explication of the
Three Classics (Sanjing Xinyi =i8¥#), and the examiners passed their
own disciples, etc, so that the object of selecting capable officials with

__2_.



new political philosophy could not always be accomplished.
Furthermore, the fact that political pressure made, Wang An-shi’s
new learning take the place of the old official teaching came to affect

adversely the future of the Wang school.

ON THE 1465 (gi{k5t) PETITION FOR RELEASE
FROM THE ACADEMY —an Examination of the
Ming System of Hanlin Bachelors

SAKAKURA Atsuhide

In the first year of Chenghua ft, Ji Li Z}i% and other Hanlin
Bachelors (shujishi =) petitioned Grand Secretary Li Xian ZEE to
be “released from the academy” (sanguan &ifg), that is, to be assigned
official posts. The fact that Hanlin Bachelors would request a release from
the academy was in itself unusual. Ji Li’s negotiating point was that, if
only the period of the bachelors’ training was complete, they should be
released. There was also the question of Li Xian’s own qualifications as a
Grand Secretary. Nevertheless, these were not the only reasons behind
the request.

In the first place, the system of Hanlin Bachelors was one that
secured talented men from the jinshi pool and gave them special training
in order to nurture outstanding officials for the future of the state. Also,
it was a source of Hanlin Academicians who would rank with those in
the first class of jinshi graduates. The early Hanlin Bachelors served in
close attendance on the emperor, and they could appropriately be called
true elite. However, those Hanlin Bachelors who did not become Hanlin
Academicians were not given any special treatment compared with other
jinshi when being assigned to office. Moreover, after Xuande EfE 5
(1430), when the system of the Grand Secretariat was established, all
aspects of government, including appointments, came to reflect the inten-
tions of the Grand Secretaries. A system of examinations for Hanlin

Bachelors was brought in with the result that the training for bachelors
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