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THE FORMATION PROCESS BEHIND THE HANSHU

INABA Ichiro

It is common knowledge that the Hanshu ¥ was written by Ban
Biao % and Ban Gu ¥f@E. Ban Biao wrote the Houzhuan #%1{&, based
on the historical narrations of Liu Xiang 2l and Liu Xin Z#, and also
transformed the archives of Wang Mang FZE which were contained in
the Imperial biographical histories (diji 7FF#Z) into a series of biographies
(liezhuan #%I{#). He appended Wang Mang’s chronicles to the end of
the Houzhuan and thereby set the chronological limits for this work.
Ban Gu, in accordance with his dead father’s last wish, carried on his
father’s work. Starting with the founder (Gaozu &ifl) of the Han dynasty,
he continued his work up to the start of the period covered by the Hou-
zhuan and then transformed the Houzhuan so that the whole formed a
biographical history of the Han dynasty. At the same time, taking a
Confucian standpoint, he rewrote the diji and liezhuan.

Ban Gu also showed an interest in and wrote about special themes
related to the earlier periods. He also tabulated information relating to
the Han and earlier periods. His narrations on these topics also bore
signs of his viewpoint.

They, Ban Biao and Ban Gu, remaining faithful to the material in
the bibliography which resulted from Liu Xiang and Liu Xin’s revision of
historical materials, used this information to enrich their narrations of
history. Ban Gu especially, used the abundant literature of Dongguan
W#i, who was appointed to the Lantai lingshi BZ4 % by Mingdi B
7, to supplement his articles. On the one hand, they praised the rule of
the Han dynasty, but they also described historical matters in a factually
faithful, affirmative way. They hoped that people would consider their
work as providing some moral basis, and hence use it accordingly.

The Confucian viewpoint expressed in the Hanshu was the product
of two factors. First, the political ideology of the Wang Mang admini-

stration, which was criticised by the Ban’s, and also the ideology of the

_2_



Later Han administration, which was the successor to Wang Mang’s
political power. Second, it was based on the historical material of the father

and son pair of Liu Xiang and Liu Xin.

LU GUIMENG’S TANG PERIOD LEISI JING AND
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURVED-BEAM PLOUGH

WATABE Takeshi

During the closing years of the Tang dynasty, a book titled Leisz
Jing E#ERK was written by Lu Guimeng PE§EEE, who was originally
from the Suzhou region #{JH. This book, in which are recorded the
construction details for the curved-beam plough, is an historically important
record of agricultural technology.

The curved-beam plough is one type of traditional Chinese square-
framed plough. This plough’s most significant features were the curved
beam and the curved metal mould-board. This type of plough was not
limited to East Asia but spread to South-East Asia and Europe, and had
a significant effect on agricultural reform in those regions. According
to traditional theories, this plough is thought to have its origins in the
lower reaches of the Yangtze River. However, after examining wall
paintings and articles buried with the dead, which are related to farming
during the period from the Wei Jin era 8% through to the Tang era &,
it is not possible to say that the above mentioned theories are necessarily
correct. Rather, it is possible to conclude that an improvement in the
plough developed in the northern regions non-paddy farming belt during
the early Tang period. This improved design was introduced into the
southern regions paddy belt, where the curved metal mould-board was

created.



