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mentioned transportation provisions were not applied, or where goods could
be carried over sea. In general, the transport over flat roads was more expen-
sive, about 13—26% than that by ship upstream, and 2.5 times than
downstream. The regulations prescribed the freight which the Govern-
ment had to pay, but the one paid by the private sector was apparently
even higher.

The Government paid 2.2 strings of copper cash for carrying goods
weighing approximate 60kg from Yangzhou #J to Bianzhou 7k/. This
illustrates how excessively high distribution/transport costs were, as com-
pared with 40 or 50 cash, the average price of doumi 3} (about 6 litres
of rice) in the provinces of Jiangnan and Huainan. Such high costs due
to an undeveloped transport sector, formed one of the reasons why long-

distance circulation of commodities was prevented from coming into being.

A STUDY OF THE TERMS OF ‘YUCH’IMI ®E¥, ‘YOMI
8%, AND ‘CHOCH’IMI &3’ IN THE UNIFORM
LAND TAX LAW (TAEDONGBOP x[E:%)

ROKUTANDA Yutaka

As a preliminary study into the specific relations between the Uniform
Land Tax Law, put into force in the late Yi dynasty, and local govern-
ment finances, the author, in this paper, reflects on the three legislative
terms of ‘yuch’imi, ‘ydmi,” and ‘chéch’imi.’ They referred to the part of
taedongmi K[ not to be remitted to the central government but to be
stored in each do 3&.

‘Yuch’imi’ was the general term which referred to the portion of
taedongmi stored within the provinces. On the other hand, ‘ydmi’ meant
the remainder of ‘yuch’imi,’ which had been left after deduction of the
expenses necessary for the dynasty to govern each province. It was
divided among the kunhydnZEf&ks to be appropriated for all sorts of
expenses, and a part of the ‘ydmi’ was also stored up for years of famine.

These terms were mainly used during the early period of the Uniform

— 3 —



Land Tax Law in force, in the first half of the 17th century.

The term ‘chéch’imi’ began to be generally used towards the latter
half of the 17th century. It was also being referred to as ‘ydmi,’ but, in
this case, it implied the portion of taedongmi stored in the kunhyons in
the years previous to a certain fiscal year. The revenue from taedongmi
in a fiscal year alone had become inadequate for the necessary expenditures
on local government level owing to the rapid increase of the amount of
taedongmi remitted to the central government and subsequent decrease of
the amount saved at local level. It is probable that the part of the
former ‘yémi’ which had been expected to make up for the lack of revenue
in famine years was turned into newly established regular resources.
This new resources were called ‘ydmi,” because its origin was the former
‘ydmi,” but they were also called ‘chdch’imi, as it was stored for many
years. Behind the term ‘chéch’imi’ was the above-mentioned transforma-
tion of the Uniform Land Tax Law at local level.



