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THE PURCHASE DEEDS OF KHWAJA AHRAR AND
THE OWNERSHIP OF REAL ESTATE IN THE
FIFTEENTH-CENTURY CENTRAL ASIA

KAWAMOTO Masatomo

It has been a well-known fact that Khwaja Ahrar, a shaykh of
Nagshbandi Order in Samargand under Timurid dynasty, had a large
amount of real property in the second half of the 15th century. The publi-
cation of O.D. Chekhovich’s Samarkandskie Dokumenty XV-XVI vekov
in 1974, enabled us to enter into the deeper details. This book contains
twelve documents in the 15th century, of which four are waqf documents,
and eight are purchase deeds. Through a research for the forms and
the contents of these eight purchase deeds, the author reveals the following
points on the ownership of real estate in Central Asia, i.e. ‘milk’

First, the eight documents, all written as iqrar, show us that ‘milk’
was registered as an authorized private property according to the sharia
in a Islamic court. Secondly, including agricultural lands, villages,
shops, hammam, and their musha or joint ownership, ‘milk’ was
purchasable and inheritable, and was frequently transferred into wagqf
property. In the third place, the owners of ‘milk’ were shaykhs, ‘ulama’,
amirs, and the other representatives of the wealthy class. The ownership

of ‘milk’ was a means of their investment for economic profit.

ON THE METHOD OF BREWING IN
BEISHANJIUJING JtLiiBEE

NAKAMURA Takashi

Beishanjiujing, written by Zhu Gong 4Jf in the late Northern Song
era, explains the production in those days of alcoholic drinks in Zhejiang

province, which formed the origin of today’s Zhejianghuangjiu #f{L# 7.
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As the explanation is more detailed than any other pre-modern book,
this book is of great importance for the research on brewing history. In
this essay, the method of brewing described in Beishanjiujing is compared
with today’s method of producing Shaoxingjiu #B#iH, a well-known type
of today’s Zhejianghuangjiu.

The method of brewing in Beishanjiujing includes the following
characteristics in comparison with today’s Shaoxingjiu. The qu %8, used
by far less quantities than today, was put entirely into the jiumu B},
while today some of the qu is put in together with rice. Although this
process may be less effective than today’s, such a defect was made up
for by adding a lot more jiumu and rice several times in small amounts.
Furthermore, because only a small amount of water was used for brewing,
the lao B after full fermentation was much denser than that of today.
According to Beishanjiujing, alcohol was gotten by the squeezing after
the fermentation was completed. This method is similar to that of today’s
Shaoxingjiu. As dense lao made it very hard to get alcohol by the squee-
zing, water was added before the squeezing and after the fermentation

was completed.

THE FREIGHT DURING TANG DYNASTY
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO JIAOFA Bk

KIYOKOBA Azuma

The freight regulations of the Tang Government (jiaofa) roughly
consisted of three provisions, respectively on overland transportation, on
transport by water, and on exceptional cases. The overland freight
contained labor costs and cart fare. For the carriage by cart both of
them were paid, while in the case of transporting by laborers or livestock
only the former was paid. Therefore, on flat roads, cart carriage was
twice as expensive. Concerning shipping expenses, the freightage upstream
cost three times more than downstream. The exceptional provision was

stipulated on the regulations of freight in the prefectures where the above-
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