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TIDES, IRRIGATION, AND AGRICULTURE IN JIANGNAN FROM
THE EIGHTH TILL THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY

KiTADA Hideto

Due to the flatness of the Jiangnan moor, the ebb and flow of strong
saltwater tides from the coastal region, influenced waterways and channels
deep into inland areas. This paper discusses the effects of the salt tides
of the Wusongjiang, the largest river of the Jiangnan area, on irrigation
and farming, during the time when they reached the Taihu.

Since salt tides entered the coastal regions, defensive embankments
were constructed around the area of Hangzhou to protect the agricultural
industry from the effects of salt water. Nevertheless, as late as the twelfth
century salt water tides entering through waterways and channels did
extensive damage to the agricultural industry in Xiuzhou. In controlling
the extent of that damage, dams and embankments played a major role.
From the fourteenth century on, the entire coastal area around Hangzhou
and Xiuzhou which faced the sea south of Wusongjiang, were completely
isolated from coastal areas by means of dams and embankments.

The tides carried large quantities of earth and soil which tended to
block up waterways and channels. While the dredging of clogged
waterways to protect the agricultural industry from flooding and drought
damage became important undertakings, and flourished to an extent, still
the problem of blockage was never fully eliminated.

Apart from maritime areas, the tides which reached inland areas
were fresh water tides. By using the fresh surface water from these tides,
irrigation was practiced. While dredging and irrigation gradually dimi-
nished the influence of saltwater upon inland agricultural industries to
the extent that they were no longer needed, during this period, dredging
and fresh water tidal irrigation were still widely practiced in inland
areas.

With the expansion of areas in which the damaging effects of salt

water tides were not present, the use of river slush as an effective fer-
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tilizer developed. In Jiangnan the use of such fertilizer contributed to
the development of its productive capacity. Thus, the construction of
embankments to keep salt water out and dredging to clear clogged
waterways reordered the natural effects of salt on agriculture so that,
along with the use of riverbed slush fertilizer, they provided fundamental

elements in the development of Jiangnan agriculture.

ON DIPLOMATIC RITES iz DURING
THE SPRING AND AUTUMN PERIOD

TAKAGI Satomi

As one link in a continuing study of rites, this paper examines

“diplomatic rites FEji%,”

or the rites providing for the exchange of missions
between the various feudal states of ancient China during the Spring and
Autumn period. In doing so, it will try to describe the historical character
of that age as well.

First, taking the Ceremonial ji% as its main source, the paper gives
an ordered, analytical description of the concrete processes involved in
“diplomatic rites.” It also indicates the “egalitarian” relations which
existed among those countries involved in these rites.

The paper then discusses the jade tablet used in the diplomatic rites.
This jade tablet was a very peculiar ritual utensil which held great
significance in every rite in which it was used. While the jade tablet
was first given to the party whom the diplomatic mission visited, the
rites demanded that it be returned. Since the jade tablet was believed to
be possessed with the ancestral spirits of the party owning it, its presence
served as a substitute for the presence of those ancestral spirits. Acco-
rdingly, this paper suggests that in the Spring and Autumn period “diplo-
matic rites” were considered as rites in which living persons, as well as
their ancestral spirits, joined together in negotiations.

Also, the paper considers the “egalitarian” nature of relations among
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