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THE RECONSTRUCTION OF MODERN SILK-REELING
INDUSTRY IN CHIANGNAN DISTRICT
DURING THE WORLD ECONOMIC CRISIS:

A RECONSIDERATION

OKUMURA Satoshi

The old orthodox theory about the modern economic history of China
aimed at proving the inevitability of the transformation of China into a
socialist country. In an article on sericulture and silk-reeling industry
in Chiangnan district in the 1930’s published in this journal eleven years
ago, the author tried to criticize such an orthodox view. But that article
did not go far enough in its criticism, and contained some factual errors.
The present article is an attempt to rectify the insufficiency of my pre-
vious article by focussing on the silk-reeling industry.

The prevailing view in that period was that silk-reeling industry
which received fatal blows from the world crisis could not make a full
recovery without large-scale readjustment and reconstruction. It was
with this view in the background and with the initiative from government
organizations that a plan, Chiang-Ché Lienhé Sstich‘ang Chihua JT#f¥i4
SeEElE], was undertaken to bring about the close cooperation among
the main silk-reeling firms in Chiangsu {L#% and Chéchiang /L and to
run them in a unified way. But that plan collapsed, because it came
into conflict with the interests of the biggest private capitalist group in
the silk-reeling industry, the Yungt‘ai 7kZ8 group of the Hsiieh 7 family.
Taking over this plan, the government of Chéchiang province operated
a kind of large-scale public enterprise with considerable success, until the
opposition from other private firms drove it to failure. In Chiangsu
province Hsiieh family established a “‘monopolistic” enterprise, Hsingyeh
Silk-reeling Co. HIZEHRLR/AT], and produced enormous profits. This
enterprise broke up after a short period because of the conflict among the
capitalists over the distribution of profits. Such a large-scale public

enterprise and a “monopolistic” enterprise, which were quite unusual in

._.1_.



view of the nature of the silk-reeling industry, were the product of the
peculiar conditions of China facing the world economic crisis with the
insufficient accumulation of capital. They were the transient product of
the process of China’s way out of the economic crisis. And as such
they were not the elements which would develop irreversibly into state

monopoly capitalism.

THE MYSTERY OF MUSTAFA SUBHI’'S CASE
YAMAUCHI Masayuki

On the night of January 28/29, 1921, Mustafa Subhi and fourteen
comrades were dumped overload to drown in the Black Sea off the coast
of Trabzon. This crime which happened under mysterious circumstances
has long been the subject of dispute.

Who did induce or compel Subhi, the head of the newly established
Turkish Communist Party, and his retinue of trusted companions to board
a boat? Who was just ultimately responsible for this act?

No one has ever untangled the mystery on present evidence. Acco-
rding to prevalent view, Yahya Kéahya, the leader of thz boatman
guild, may have ordered to get rid of dangerous enemies. Many people
has long believed this is most likely of all.

During my stay in Ankara of 1984—85, I was able to have access
to the Archives of the Turkish Historical Society and the Institute for
the History of the Turkish Revolution. In the course of my study there,
I could find some pieces of unpublished documents covering the mystery
of Subhi’s disappearance. Among those the most intriguing material is
a letter dated upon May 14, 1921 to Halil Pasha at Tuapse from Kiiciik
Talat Bey who stayed at Trabzon in order to redouble his efforts secretly
to extend Enver Pasha’s organization inside Anatolia.

In this heretofore-unknown letter, Kii¢iik Taladt Bey explained that
these communists were murdered under either tacit approval or encoura-

gement of local authorities. Among others Hamid Bey, the Governor of
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