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xishan RJ§FIL, attempted to force counties or villages to issue currency
notes, thereby disbanding the payment communities that intervened between
counties and villages, in order to cause governmental fiscal policies to have
a direct effect.

However, the result of these administrative interventions was to make
the monetary flow in local markets more unstable. This failure of the
provincial government policies resulted from neglecting the function of the

payment communities, which autonomously maintained local liquidity.

ON THE ORIGINS OF PRIVATE LANDHOLDING
IN THE AREAS CONQUERED BY THE ARABS

MORIMOTO Kosei

The assassination of the third Caliph ‘Uthman by disaffected elements
among Arab warriors from the garrison towns was a serious occurrence
which caused a crisis for the nascent Muslim state. During this period of
the assassination of ‘Uthman there occurred the active acquisition of
private landholdings by ‘Uthman and other Companions of the Prophet.
This fact has already been noted by al-Ya‘qibi, the ‘Abbasid historian.
In order to establish of treatises on the land system in Islamic law, Muslim
scholars of the early Islamic period emphasized that following the Great
Arab conquests, there existed land that continued to be used by the indi-
genous farmers, whose possession of such was recognized. In addition,
there existed unowned land which had been under the jurisdiction of the
Sassanid Dynasty and others, and which was confiscated and given the
designation of sawafi or state land. ‘Uthman gave land from this sawafi
to the Companions of the Prophet as gati‘a. This interpretation is followed
by most modern scholars.

However, such an interpretation cannot be supported on the basis of a
careful evaluation of the documents. This paper makes clear the fact that
‘Uthman’s transferral of land resulted from a specifically political policy

that was concerned with the class of Muslim leaders who wielded special

._5_



authority, and that was based on an overarching structure of buying and
exchanging land. Such land included that acquired as spoils of war; held
as a right of “participants in the conquests”, and land which was possessed

by this class of Muslim leaders on the Arabian peninsula.



