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THE CULTIVATION OF THE QIDONGMAN %%
REGION IN JINGHU #ii#i CIRCUIT DURING
THE NORTHERN SONG DYNASTY

UENISHI Yasuyuki

This paper is an inquiry into the cultivation of the tribal land in
Jinghu circuit during the Northern Song Dynasty. At this time, non-
Han peoples inhabited the region of Meishandong #3ILif, located at the
western border of Tanzhou {EJi and Shaozhou ZF/. In the early Song
period, the government adopted a policy which forbade the Han peoples to
cultivate the border between Han and native territories. = However, the
Song state was unable to entirely restrain Han peoples from emigrating to
the frontier. During the Jiayu period ZEjh, local officials recommended
adopting a policy of annexing territories. Subsequently, the Song gover-
nment decided to enact the expansionary policies from the early 1070s.

The native Yang # clansmen were the political leaders in haltered-
and-bridled Chenghuizhou F{#{J, the territories of which were located at
the upper Yuan River Tk basin, the so-called tuandong EifF. In this
area, the Song government promoted expansionary policies during the
Yuanfeng &% period as a means to suppress the formation of bands of
followers supporting local leaders. As a result of these policies, the
local fiscal administrations were forced to shoulder most of the burden of
increased military costs. Consequently, the influence of these leading
clansmen was preserved in this area.

After the success of these expansionary policies, the Song government
built both Buddhist temples and schools in these frontier areas. In
consideration of the extent of the local power wielded by the Yang clan-
smen, these educational policies were effective especially in contributing to

the sinicization of these clansmen’s sons.



