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Why “teaching” is matter
— A review on the critics of “Teaching-Be taught” relationship
in the community-based Japanese language class

Hsu Chih-Wei

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto, 606-8501 Japan

Summary Since the 1980s, the continuing influx of immigrants has been boosting the demand for Japanese
language education very high. For responding the high demand for Japanese language education, the
community-based language classes run by civil volunteers emerged prevailingly. However, there are critics on
the “Teaching-Be taught” relationship which occurred in the community-based language class and be
considered as a politically-incorrect one. I have reviewed the structure of the critics and found that the critics
have no efforts on modifying the notorious “Teaching-Be taught” relationship, but only to preserve it in
reality. On the other side, I suggest a new relationship “Teaching-Learning” which respects the subjectivity of
the learner and put its efforts on the dynamic process that how the both could reach their agreement. The
constructing of the “Teaching-Learning” relationship is the priority for the community-based Japanese
language classes.
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